N o 0ok W0ODN R

(o]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

S-0289.1

SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 8204

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MCaslin and Haugen

Read first tine 01/14/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
QOper ati ons.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEAQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state there
shall be submtted to the qualified voters of the state for their
approval and ratification, or rejection, an anmendnent to Article Xl of
the Constitution of the state of Washi ngton by adding a new section to
read as foll ows:

Article X, section ... In addition to the nmethods of framng a
county hone rule charter which are contained in section 4 of this
Article, a charter may be franmed as provided in this section. The
| egi sl ature shall w thout unreasonabl e del ay enact | egi sl ation creating
and appropriating funds for a tenporary county hone rule commttee of
fifteen nmenbers. The commttee shall draft five alternative county
"Honme Rule" charters, a copy of which shall be submtted to the
| egi slative authority of each county, and shall be retained by the
state in its permanent records. Any of the five alternative charters
may i nclude any alternative article or proposition which is presented
for the choice of voters and may be voted on separately wthout
prejudice to others. The commttee shall exist not nore than one year.
Comm ttee nenbers shall be appoi nted by the governor with at | east one-
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third of the nmenbers to consist of nenbers of the |egislature and
el ected county officials. A new county honme rule conmttee wth the
sane nmenbership qualifications, which shall exist no |l onger than a one-
year period, shall be appointed by the governor to redraft any of the
alternative "Home Rule" charters whenever the legislature enacts
legislation calling for the creation of a new tenporary hone rule
conmm ttee. As far as practical, all commttees created under this
section shall be representative of maj or geographic areas of the state
and the state’s denographic distribution.

A single alternative charter may be submitted at an election to
voters of any county for their approval and ratification, or rejection,
upon either: (1) An ordinance adopted by the county Ilegislative
authority; or (2) the filing of a petition calling for an election
which is signed by registered voters of the county equal in nunber to
ten percent of the voters voting at the | ast precedi ng general el ection
in the county. Upon approval and ratification of a charter by the
voters of the county under this section, the charter shall becone the
organic |l aw of the county.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of the foregoing constitutional anmendnent to be published at
| east four times during the four weeks next preceding the election in
every legal newspaper in the state and that the ballot title of the
foregoing constitutional anmendnent shall be: "Shall an additiona
procedure be permtted to sinplify the process by which a proposed
county charter is placed upon the ballot?"

~-- END ---
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