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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8028

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Sell ar, Rasnmussen, Decci o, Newhouse, Prentice and Schow

Read first tine 02/ 02/98. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE UNI TED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATI VE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The apple industry is a vital conponent of WAshington’s
econony, generating over one billion dollars in revenue annually, and
constituting the nunber one agricultural comodity in the state; and

VWHEREAS, Over thirty-four percent of Wshington's apple crop is
exported to markets outside the United States; and

WHEREAS, Mexico is the |largest single export market for WAshi ngton
and United States apple producers, representing between seventy-five
and one hundred mllion dollars in sales; and

VWHEREAS, Mexico inposed a 101.1 percent prelimnary duty on United
States red delicious and gol den delicious apples on Septenber 1, 1997,
as a result of an antidunping petition filed by the Chi huahua Regi onal
Agricul tural Association of Fruit Producers; and
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VWHEREAS, An additional ten percent inport duty is |levied on al
apple varieties including red and golden delicious under the North
Anerican Free Trade Agreenent; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous agricultural commodities that are produced and
exported from Mexico have a ready and open access to markets in the
United States, including Washington State; and

VWHEREAS, Previous and current Legislatures and Governors of
Washi ngton have forged |ong-term bonds of friendship and cooperation
wi th Mexico, including nunerous official exchange and joi nt assi stance
prograns throughout our histories; and

WHEREAS, It is the hope of the Washington State Legislature that
our ties of cooperation will be strengthened through the renoval of
this econom cally devastating 101.1 percent prelimnary duty, and that
both nations may experience nutual expansion of our agricultural
comodity trade;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President, the Congress of the United States, and the United States
trade representative take all necessary actions to ensure that the
current 101.1 percent prelimnary duty be renoved and that Washi ngton
apples regain their conpetitive position in the markets of Mexi co.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the United States Trade Representative, the President of
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and each nenber of Congress fromthe States of Washi ngton, Oregon, and
| daho.

~-- END ---
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