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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8014

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Patterson, Oke, Swecker, Roach, Heavey, MDonal d, Swanson
and Brown

Read first tinme 03/28/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, In 1990-91, nearly 700,000 United States troops were
depl oyed to the Persian Gulf for Operation Desert Shield/ Storm and

VWHEREAS, These troops served honorably, acconplishing the goal s of
subdui ng Saddam Hussein of Iraq and restoring i ndependence to Kuwait;
and

WHEREAS, Since returning to the United States, at |east 70,000 Gul f
War veterans have reported a variety of debilitating, chronic illnesses
such as nenory | oss, fatigue, diarrhea, and i nsomi a, and no cause for
this Gulf War syndrone has yet been determ ned; and

WHEREAS, Although the Departnent of Defense initially maintained
there was no evidence that United States troops were exposed to
chem cal or biol ogi cal weapons which may have caused the ill nesses, it
has since conceded that the destruction of an ammunition depot at
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Kham si yah, Iraq, may have exposed t housands of troops to nerve gas and
that there are dozens of other incidents neriting investigation; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Defense has increased the nunber of its
i nvestigators of this subject from12 to 110 and is currently financing
27 mllion dollars in new, independent research; and

WHEREAS, A recent study conducted by researchers at the University
of Texas Sout hwestern Medi cal Center at Dall as has concluded that sone
Qul f War veterans are suffering fromthree primary syndrones indicating
brain and nerve damage caused by wartinme exposure to conbi nations of
| ow-| evel nerve agents and ot her chem cals; and

WHEREAS, Doctors, nurses, and researchers at the Institute for
Mol ecul ar Medicine say they have contracted synptons of @ulf War
syndronme and believe they have found a genetically altered version of
a mcroorganismthat is the cause of the syndrone; and

WHEREAS, The Veterans Affairs Departnment and the Departnent of
Def ense are providing free nmedical help to any veteran who believes he
or she is suffering from @il f War syndrone;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President and the Departnent of Defense will continue to take al
necessary steps to assure that the cause of the illnesses is fully and
expeditiously investigated and that appropriate resources are devoted
to diagnosing and treating veterans suffering from Gl f War syndrone.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washington, and the Secretary of the United States Depart nent
of Def ense.

~-- END ---
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