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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8013

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Benton, Patterson, Mrton and Cke

Read first time 03/11/97. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER CF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, The North Anmerican Free Trade Agreenent was entered into
by the United States of Anerica with the intention of inproving trade
rel ati ons between the United States, Canada, and Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, Trade with Canada and Mexico has continued to grow, with
hi gher growth in the future likely, related to the free trade
agreenent; and

WHEREAS, | ncreased trade has had significant inpact on the highway
and other transportation systens of many states, particularly those
whi ch border Canada or Mexi co and whi ch experience significant through
novenent; and

VWHEREAS, States have always had a partnership with the Federa
government in providing an adequate and safe road systemto address the
needs of interstate commerce; and
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VWHEREAS, The i ncreased trade with Canada has had significant inpact
on many highway corridors in Wshington including Interstate 5,
Interstate 90, U. S. 97, and U. S. 395, with increased truck | oadi ngs and
vol umes whi ch are deteriorating pavenents qui cker and addi ng to al ready
congested conditions at border crossings and along mgjor trade
corridors; and

WHEREAS, Studies in Wshington have shown that up to seventy
percent of the Canadi an trade on Washi ngt on hi ghways passes t hrough t he
state wi thout serving Washi ngton residents or businesses; and

VWHEREAS, Current state and federal funding is i nadequate to address
capacity expansi on and wear on inpacted corridors;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Congress and the United States Departnment of Transportation
recogni ze the national interest in and responsibility for interstate
comerce, and adopt appropriate laws and policies in federal
transportation prograns and in the forrmulas for federal-aid surface
transportation funding to address the increased burden on states |ike
Washi ngton inpacted by the North Anmerican Free Trade Agreenent,
especially for border crossings and major trade corridors.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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