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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8011

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fraser, Schow, Rasmussen, Franklin, MAuliffe, Prince, Koh
and Jacobsen

Read first tine 02/18/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED.

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, International trade is vital to the econony of the state
of Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, The skills children I earn in schools today contribute to
their ability to take their places in the world of tonorrow, and

VWHEREAS, The appreciation and understandi ng of people from other
countries is crucial to creating a climte conducive to world trade;
and

VWHEREAS, Wen Washi ngton school children have the opportunity to
sit beside students from other nations in their classroons, they are
provided with a rich educational opportunity to get to know and
under st and people fromother cultures; and

VWHEREAS, Washi ngton has had a successful, thriving program for
students from other countries; and
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WHEREAS, | n Washington, we respect the bal ance between state and
federal rights and fulfill our prom se to our citizens that education
is a state responsibility; and

WHEREAS, Governance of education is a state and | ocal issue, not a
federal issue; and

VWHEREAS, School districts in Washington had the freedomto choose
whet her or not to accept students from other countries; and

WHEREAS, Federal restrictions on the use of state and |ocal
education dollars to educate children fromother nations deny citizens
in Washington the opportunity to decide how to best enrich the
educati onal experiences of all of our children and deny WAshington’s
children the opportunity to learn fromchildren fromother nations; and

VWHEREAS, Recent federal changes to immgration laws only permt
states to support the educational costs for certain internationa
students sponsored by organizations specifically approved by the
federal governnment; and

VWHEREAS, These recent federal changes to inmmgration |aws
specifically prohibit states from supporting the educational costs of
students sponsored by ot her programnms such as sister city prograns or by
i ndi vidual citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Recent changes conpletely prohibit elenmentary and m ddl e
school students from participating in the international student
prograns; and

WHEREAS, These changes in federal |aw reduce Washington state’s
ability to have international students study in Washington and wl|
al so reduce the opportunities for Washington’s students to study in
ot her countri es;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Congress permt states to choose whether or not to educate children
fromother countries who are living within the state and to change the
immgration reform law inmmediately to permit states to nmake these
deci si ons.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.
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