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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8007

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Oke, Benton and Roach

Read first tine 02/05/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, The defense of our grand Republic and the freedons we have
derived therefromwere purchased by the sacrifices of our Arned Forces
of our nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Mlitary Forces are trained to preserve and defend t he
Constitution of the United States and the citizens; and be capabl e of
acconplishing their mssion to be successful in conbat defending our
i nalienable rights as Anmericans; and

WHEREAS, Since the undecl ared end of the Cold War, our Arned Forces
have been drained to a potentially dangerous |evel by downsizing in
personnel strengths and conm tnents to m ssions other than war, thereby
decreasing our mlitary capability to be prepared to confront a
potential eneny or foe and to repel and deter their objectives on
simul taneous fronts in our realm of economc, political, or defense
posturing interests of the United States; and
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VWHEREAS, The nunber of nondepl oyabl e conbat trai ned personnel is
increasing at an alarmng rate, thereby further decreasing our
oper ati onal readi ness capability for warti ne preparedness, coupledwth
the reduction of our National Guard and Reserve strengths, two nmgjor
contributing factors to our readi ness; and

VWHEREAS, The Congress is constitutionally enpowered to raise,
mai ntain, and appropriate funds for Armes, Navies, and MIlitias
including the Washington MIlitary and Reserves, and provide for the
defense of this nation and its international scopes of interest;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists are deeply concerned wth the
operational capabilities of our Arned Forces, their welfare, and the
defense of this great nation, we inplore and plead that the Congress
exercise to their fullest extent their constitutional mandate to
retain, restore, and appropriate necessary funding to maintain a viable
conbat-ready Arned Forces, in a perpetual wartinme posture and a
secondary force capabl e of providing for operations other than war for
humani t ari an or peacekeepi ng m ssions around the gl obe.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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