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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8006

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Hochstatter, Hale, Wnsley, Newhouse, Lovel and, Deccio,
Morton, Oke, Wod, Strannigan, Horn, Zarelli, Prince, Johnson,
McCaslin, Sellar, Schow, West, Anderson, Rasnussen and Roach

Read first tinme 02/03/97. Referred to Conmttee on Energy & Uilities.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE DI RECTOR OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The area south of the Saddl e Mountains in Grant, Franklin,
and Adans counties, Washi ngton, known as the Wahl uke Sl ope, is one of
the nost productive agricultural areas in the Pacific Northwest; and

WHEREAS, The need for a |l arge security and control zone around the
Departnent of Energy’ s Hanford control zone on Wahl uke Sl ope caused t he
forced rel ocation of citizens of Hanford, Wiite Bl uff, Wahl uke, and t he
surroundi ng agricul tural |ands that had been settled prior to 1900; and

VWHEREAS, Due to the deconm ssioning of all the production reactors
along the Hanford Reach opposite the Whluke Slope, and with the
overall change of the Department of Energy’'s Hanford mssion from
pl ut oni umproduction to environnental restoration, the need for alarge
security and control zone no |onger exists; and
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WHEREAS, The Wahl uke Sl ope’s topography and its proximty to the
Colunbia River nmake the area wunique in terns of the economc
feasibility of irrigation devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Prior to its inclusion in the Hanford control zone, the
Bur eau of Recl amation purchased over twenty-seven t housand acres of the
Wahl uke Slope with the intent of future developnment in the Colunbia
Basin Project; and

VWHEREAS, The bal anced devel opnent of this |and woul d achieve the
| ong-awai t ed conpl etion of irrigation on the Wahl uke Sl ope and i nproved
wildlife and recreational opportunities; and

VWHEREAS, Based on current |land prices, the sale of land to private
owners coul d potentially cover a great deal of the cost of constructing
wat er delivery systens, due to the suitability of topography and near by
wat er supply; and

WHEREAS, Resulting property tax and inconme tax revenues fromthis
new farmland would be an i medi ate and significant benefit; and

WHEREAS, Farm and devel opnment would result in mllions of dollars
in capital investnent for farm equipment of all kinds, the great
majority of it manufactured in the United States by Anerican workers;
and

WHEREAS, The vast majority of crops presently rai sed on t he Wahl uke
Sl ope have potential for export to the Pacific R mand other nations;
and

VWHEREAS, O her than small grains, the crops grown on the Wahl uke
Sl ope are conpletely driven by the free-nmarket econony and are not
subsi di zed or supported by the federal governnent; and

WHEREAS, Broad support exists for the preservation of the natural
beauty and topography of the Hanford Reach, including protecting the
Wiite Bluffs from sloughing into the Colunbia R ver, prohibiting
dredgi ng and danm ng, and providing for a one-quarter mle buffer zone
on both sides of the river including even wi der zones dependi ng on the
terrain; and

WHEREAS, The Wahl uke Sl ope contains significant areas of | and not
suitable for farmng, but that are ideally suited for wildlife habitat
and recreational uses; and

VWHEREAS, The United States can no |l onger afford to hold idle public
| ands of this potential;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that, except
for needed buffer zones, the present boundaries of the Departnent of
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Energy’s Hanford control zone on the Wahl uke Sl ope be reduced to the
area south of the Colunbia R ver and that the Wahl uke Sl ope presently
under the custody and control of the Departnent of Energy be
transferred in total to the counties of Gant, Franklin, and Adans for
the purpose of returning the land to its former agricultural use, as
well as for wildlife and recreational areas along the Hanford Reach.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the Director of the Departnent of Energy, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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