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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8002

State of Washi ngton 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stevens, Benton, Zarelli, Roach, Hochstatter and Schow
Read first time 01/16/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent

Oper ati ons.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE AND SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH STATE S
LEG SLATURE OF THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, The Tenth Anendnent to the Constitution of the United
States reads as foll ows:

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people."; and

WHEREAS, The Tenth Anmendnent defines the total scope of federa
power as being that specifically granted by the United States
Constitution and no nore; and

WHEREAS, The scope of power defined by the Tenth Anendnent neans
that the federal governnent was created by the States specifically to
be an agent of the States; and
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WHEREAS, Today, in 1997, the States are in fact treated as agents
of the federal governnent; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous resol utions have been forwarded to the federal
government by the Washington State Legislature wi thout any response or
result from Congress or the federal governnent; and

WHEREAS, Many federal mandates are directly in violation of the
Tenth Amendnent to the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, The United States Suprenme Court has ruled in New York v.
United States, 112 S. C. 2408 (1992), that Congress may not sinply
commandeer the | egislative and regul atory processes of the States; and

WHEREAS, A nunber  of proposals now from the previous
adm ni strations and sone now pending from the present admnistration
and from Congress may further violate the United States Constitution;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully resol ve:

(1) That the State of Washington hereby clains sovereignty under
the Tenth Anendnent to the Constitution of the United States over al
powers not otherw se enunerated and granted to the federal governnent
by the United States Constitution; and

(2) That this serve as a Notice and Demand to the federal
governnment, as our agent, to cease and desist, effective imed ately,
mandates that are beyond the scope of its constitutionally del egated
power s.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, the President of the Senate and
Speaker of the House of Representatives of each state’s |egislature of
the United States of Anmerica, and each nenber of Congress from the
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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