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SENATE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 8426

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Wod, Thi baudeau, Deccio, Wjahn, Wnsley and Koh

Read first time 02/04/98. Referred to Comnmttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

VWHEREAS, Medi cal technol ogy enabl es sone patients to |ive |onger,
but is not always able to address pain, fear, unresolved persona
i ssues, and psychosoci al disconfort, resulting in grow ng concern anong
patients and their famlies, and in the nedical, |egal, and religious
comunities; and

WHEREAS, There is a need for nore conpassi onate and vari ed support
for the dying, as well as inprovenent of nedical education regarding
deat h and dyi ng, better patient understandi ng of advance directives and
care options, nore effective physician-patient comruni cati on and public
under st andi ng, and nore appropriate referral to hospice care; and

WHEREAS, Children with life-limting conditions need special
attention to provide themwith palliative and termnal care that is
medically and culturally appropriate, and that may help to allow the
children to be cared for in their comunities;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That a joint
sel ect conmttee on end-of-life issues be created. The comm ttee shal
consi st of: Four nmenmbers of the Senate appointed by the President of
t he Senate, two of whomshall be nenbers of the majority party, and two
of whomshall be nenbers of the mnority party; and four nenbers of the
House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House of
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Representatives, two of whom shall be nenbers of the majority party,
and two of whom shall be nenbers of the mnority party; and

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That the commttee shall:

(1) In consultation with appropriate groups such as the Washi ngton
State Medi cal Associ ation’s End-of -Life Coal i tion, hospi ce
organi zations, and the University of Washi ngton School of Medicine and
School of Nursing, and other appropriate state agencies, eval uate how
to continue to inprove education and training of physicians and ot her
health care professionals in end-of-life care, including trends in
medi cal school, nursing school, and continuing nedical education
curricula regarding palliative care, pain nmanagenent, the role of
hospi ce, and the psychosocial needs of termnal patients, including
chil dren;

(2) Evaluate how to establish a program of public outreach
education and information regarding end-of-life issues, as well as
provi si on of objective public information regardi ng avail abl e state and
community resources, including home health and hospice services and
famly support and counseling, and information on organ donation; and

(3) Research the possibility of establishing a teaching and
resource center in pediatric palliative care in order to inprove the
quality, coordination, and availability of such care throughout the
state. The concept of the pediatric palliative care center is to work
W t h exi sting nedi cal and nursing school prograns to i nprove palliative
care curricula to include culturally sensitive information on
palliative and termnal care for children; assist health care
prof essionals in coordination of such care; facilitate the transition
of care fromcurative to palliative to termnal, spanning clinical and
organi zati onal relationships; inprove clinical practice regardi ng pain
and synptom managenent for children; provide an inpatient palliative
care clinic setting for children; and act as a state-w de resource for
physi ci ans with questions regarding standards in pediatric palliative
care; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the committee report to the
| egi slature by Decenber 1998 on the study and possible |egislative
action.

~-- END ---
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