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SENATE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 8404

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Fraser and Koh

Read first tine 02/11/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
QOper ati ons.

WHEREAS, The | egislature wishes to recognize the value of poetry
and the contri buti on Washi ngton poets nake to the culture of our state;
and

WHEREAS, Seattle is known as the poetry-slam capital of North
Anmerica; and

WHEREAS, Sonme of the greatest American poets are residents of
Washi ngt on;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That the governor
appoi nt a Washi ngton poet to serve as the poet |aureate of the state of
Washi ngton. The duties of the poet |aureate shall be to wite poetry
and | ofty expressions to be read at appropriate state occasions. The
termof the poet |aureate shall be two years.

Bef or e maki ng an appoi nt nrent under this section, the governor shal
confer with a commttee consisting of one nenber appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives, one nenber appointed by the
presi dent of the senate, and one nenber appointed by the governor. The
commttee shall recommend to the governor one or nore candi dates for
poet | aureate after seeking and considering nom nations frompoets and
witers, poetry critics, professors of English, nmagazine and literary
review editors, state and | ocal arts comm ssi on nenbers, and any ot her
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persons the commttee determnes to have exhibited an exceptional
know edge of poetry; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the sal ary of the poet |aureate shall
consist of one butt of Washington wne per year donated by
representatives of the Washington wine industry. For the purposes of
RCW 66.28.040, the poet laureate shall qualify as a board
representative.

~-- END ---
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