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SENATE BI LL 6754

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators McAuliffe, Goings, T. Sheldon, Fraser, Rasnmussen, Franklin,
Pat t er son, Br own, Kohl , Kli ne, Prenti ce, Spanel , Thi baudeau,
B. Shel don, Lovel and, Snyder, Jacobsen and Wj ahn

Read first tine 02/ 06/ 98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to reducing class size; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 150 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. As schools work to inprove student |earning
t hey nust have enough teachers to do the job. The legislature finds
that students need to receive the undivided attention to reach the new
and hi gher | earning standards.

The legislature further finds that research indicates that there
are three required conponents to reducing class size: (1) Additional
teachers; (2) staff developnment to work with small groups of students
effectively; and (3) sufficient classroommaterials.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning in the 1999-2000 school year, the Washington cl ass
size inprovenent programshall be inplenented. The superintendent of
public instruction shall review the followng topics and nake
recommendati ons regardi ng i npl enmentation of:
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(a) Cass size inprovenents as follows: One teacher for every
twenty students in grade four, one teacher for every twenty-one
students in grades five and six, one teacher for every twenty students
in language arts and mathematics-related classes in grades seven
t hrough twelve, and one teacher for every fifteen students in grades
ki ndergarten through three;

(b) Staff developnent progranms that wll inprove learning in
working with small groups of students;

(c) Supplies and material s necessary to support student learning in
smal | groups;

(d) dassroom space, including construction needs and possible
met hods to change school schedul es;

(e) Teacher recruitnent; and

(f) Plans for future class size inprovenents, including but not
l[imted to, mddle school classes and other identified areas.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall consult wth
teachers, admnistrators, students, parents, and school board and
community nenbers in developing the class size inprovenent program
The revi ew and recommendati on shall be conpl eted by Novenber 20, 1998,
and reported to the governor, and the education, higher education, and
fiscal commttees of the house of representatives and the senate.

~-- END ---
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