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SENATE BI LL 6725

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Patterson, Haugen, B. Shel don and Fraser

Read first tine 01/29/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to the land use study comm ssion; anending RCW
90. 61. 020, 90. 61. 030, 90. 61. 040, and 90. 61. 900; maki ng an
appropriation; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 90. 61. 020 and 1995 c¢ 347 s 802 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The comm ssion shall consist of not nore than ((feurteen))
ei ght een nenbers. El even nenbers of the comm ssion shall be appointed
by the governor and shall serve at the governor’s pleasure.
((Merbership)) The nenbers appointed by the governor shall reflect the
interests of business, builders and developers, rural |andowners,
agriculture, labor, the environnent, neighborhood groups, ((ether
ert+zens—thetegistature)) the public, cities, counties, and federally
recogni zed Indian tribes. Four nenbers shall be appointed by the
| egislature, one nenber to be appointed by each of the two |argest
caucuses in the senate and one nenber to be appointed by each of the
two |argest caucuses in the house of representatives. The nenbers
appointed by the legislature are not required to be nenbers of the
| egi sl ature. Menbers shall have substantial experience in natters
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relating to land use and environnental planning and regul ation, and
shall have the ability to work toward cooperative solutions anong
diverse interests. The director of the departnment of conmunity, trade,
and econom c devel opnent, or the director s designee, shall be a nenber
( (and—shall——serve—as—echair—of—the—commssion)). The director of the
departnment of ecol ogy, or the director s designee, and the secretary of
the departnent of transportation, or the secretary’ s designee, shal

al so be nenbers of the conm ssion. The governor shall appoint the

chair of the conm ssion. Staff for the comm ssion shall be provided by
the departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, wth
additional staff to be provided by other state agencies and the
| egislature, as may be required. State agencies shall provide the
commi ssion with informati on and assi stance as needed.

(2) Menbers serving on the comm ssion on the effective date of this
act shall continue to serve until they are replaced or resign. New

appoi nt nents and repl acenent _appoi nt nents nay be staggered to all ow for

an orderly transition of new menbers.

Sec. 2. RCW90.61.030 and 1995 c¢ 347 s 803 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The comm ssion shall convene conmmencing June 1, 1995, and shal
conplete its work by June 30, ((%998)) 2002. The comm ssion shall
submt a report to the governor and the legislature stating its
findi ngs, concl usions, and reconmendati ons not | ater than Novenber 1 of
each year. The comm ssion shall submt its final report to the
governor and the |legislature not |ater than Novenber 1, ((499%)) 2001.

Sec. 3. RCW 90.61.040 and 1995 c¢ 347 s 804 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The comm ssion shall:

(1) Consider the effectiveness of state and |ocal governnent
efforts to consolidate and integrate the growth managenent act, the
state environnental policy act, the shoreline managenent act, and ot her
| and use, planning, environnental, and permtting |aws.

(2) ldentify the revisions and nodifications needed in state | and
use, planning, and environnental |aw and practice to adequately plan
for gromh and achieve economcally and environnmentally sustainable
devel opnment, to inprove the efficiency and effectiveness of those | aws,
to adequately assess environnental inpacts of conprehensive plans,
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devel opnent regul ati ons, and gr owt h, to fi nance necessary

infrastructure, and to reduce the tinme and cost of obtaining project
permts.

(3) Draft a consolidated |and use procedure, follow ng these
gui del i nes:

(a) Conduct |and use planning through the conprehensive planning
process under chapter 36.70A RCW rather than through review of
i ndi vi dual projects;

(b) I'nvol ve diverse sectors of the public in the planning process.
Early and infornmal environnmental analysis should be incorporated into
pl anni ng and deci si on maki ng;

(c) Recognize that different questions need to be answered and
different levels of detail applied at each planning phase, fromthe
initial devel opnent of plan concepts or plan elenents to i npl enentation
pr ogr amns;

(d) Integrate and conbine to the fullest extent possible the
processes, analysis, and docunents currently required under chapters
36. 70A and 43. 21C RCW so t hat subsequent pl an deci si ons and subsequent
i npl ementation will incorporate neasures to pronote the environnental,
econom c, and other goals and to mtigate undesirable or unintended
adverse inpacts on a comunity’s quality of life;

(e) Focus environnmental review and the level of detail needed for
different stages of plan and project decisions on the environnmenta
considerations nost relevant to that stage of the process;

(f) Avoid duplicating review that has occurred for plan decisions
when specific projects are proposed;

(g) Use environnental review on projects to: (1) Review and
docunent consistency wth conprehensive plans and devel opnent
regul ations; (ii) provide pronpt and coordinated review by agencies,
tribes, and the public on conpliance with applicable environnmental | aws
and plans, including mtigation for site specific project inpacts that
have not been considered and addressed at the plan or devel opnent
regul ation level; and (iii) ensure accountability by |ocal governnent
to applicants and the public for requiring and i npl ementing mtigation
measur es;

(h) Maintain or inprove the quality of environnmental analysis both
for plan and for project decisions, while integrating these anal yses
with inproved state and | ocal planning and permtting processes;
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(i) Examne existing land use and environnmental permts for
necessity and utility. To the extent possible, existing permts should
be conbined into fewer permts, assuring that the val ues and principl es
intended to be protected by those permits remain protected; and

(j) Consolidate | ocal governnent appeal processes to allowa single
appeal of permts at |ocal governnent levels, a single state |eve
adm ni strative appeal, and a final judicial appeal.

£5))) Monitor |ocal government consolidated permt procedures and
the effectiveness of the tinelines established by RCW36. 70B. 090. The
commi ssion shall include in its report submtted to the governor and
the | egislature on Novenber 1, ((399%)) 1999, its recommendati on about
what tinelines, if any, should be inposed on the |ocal governnent
consol idated permt process required by chapter 36. 70B RCW

( (6—FEvalvate—Funding—rechantss—that—wH——enable—toeal-
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(5) Review long-term approaches for resolving land use and

environnental disputes that arise under the growh nmanagenent act, the
shoreli ne managenent act, and other | and use and environnental |aws.
(6) Evaluate the effect of the 1997 anendnents to chapter 36.70A
RCWby chapter 429, Laws of 1997 relating to changes in the standard of
review and in the rural elenent required by RCW 36. 70A. 070.
(7) Conduct such other studies or tasks as directed by the governor
or the leqgislature.

Sec. 4. RCW 90. 61. 900 and 1995 c¢c 347 s 806 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(( Seetions—801+—through—805—e6f—this—aet—shalt)) RCW 90. 61. 010
t hr ough 90. 61. 050 expire June 30, ((%998)) 2002.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. The sumof . . . . . dollars, or as nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the departnment of community,
trade, and econom c devel opnent for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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