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SENATE BI LL 6702

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Long, Hargrove, Stevens, Wnsley and Cke

Read first tinme 01/28/98. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to treatnent and housing for persons with both
substance abuse problenms and nental disorders; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. Not later than January 1, 1999, the
secretary of social and health services shall submt a plan by which
t he departnent of social and health services shall increase treatnent
and housing services to persons who have substance abuse problens and
si mul t aneously have a nental disorder. The plan shall provide that not
| ess than twenty percent of funds spent on treatnment and housing for
persons who abuse chem cals or al cohol be devoted to persons who are
al so diagnosed as having a nental disorder, with an enphasis on
treatnent and housing services for persons with a mjor nental
di sorder.

The pl an shall be based on a nodel which i ncorporates an integrated
approach to treatment and housing. As used in this section "integrated
approach" neans a programin which clinicians and appropriate staff are
trained in nental health disorders and substance abuse problens and
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provi de sinultaneous treatnent for the disorders and problens in a
setting designed for sinultaneous treatnent.

The plan shall require the secretary to make funding allocation
deci sions on research denonstrating successful outconmes for targeted
per sons. Progranms funded according to the plan shall include
appropriate outreach and nonitoring of persons; safe living
arrangements; flexibility of treatnment and housing services; and a
recognition of the potentially chronic nature of the disorders and
pr obl ens.

The plan shall also identify nethods of providing ongoing training
for persons who deliver child protective services and child welfare
services to persons who have substance abuse problens and
si mul t aneously have a nental disorder and nmake referrals of dually
di agnosed persons to treatnent and housi ng services.

The plan shall include identification of state and federal
statutory, fiscal, and regulatory barriers to inproving the delivery of
an integrated approach and recommendations for elimnation of the
barriers which are wwthin the authority of the state.

~-- END ---

SB 6702 p. 2



