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SENATE BI LL 6694

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Patterson, Long, Heavey, Prentice, Haugen, Fraser, Spanel,
B. Shel don, Snyder, Bauer, Wjahn and Schow

Read first tinme 01/27/98. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

AN ACT Rel ating to newborn screening for exposure to harnful drugs;
addi ng a new chapter to Title 70 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The policy of the state of Washington is to
make every effort to detect as early as feasible and to prevent where
possi bl e preventabl e disorders resulting fromparental use of al cohol
and drugs.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2. The departnment of health, in consultation
with appropriate nedical professionals, shall develop screening
criteriafor use inidentifying pregnant or |actati ng wonen addi cted to
drugs or alcohol who are at risk of producing a drug-affected baby.
The department shall also develop training protocols for nedical
professionals related to the identification and screening of wonen at
ri sk of producing a drug-affected baby.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of health shall investigate
medi cal protocols for |aboratory testing of newborn infants for
exposure to al cohol or drugs. The departnent of health shall consider
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how to i nprove the current systemw th respect to testing, considering
such vari abl es as whether such testing is available, its cost, which
entity is currently responsible for ordering testing, and whether
testing should be mandatory or targeted.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnent of health shall report to the
appropriate legislative commttees onits findings under sections 2 and
3 of this act by Decenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The departnent of health shall adopt rules
necessary to carry out the intent of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

~-- END ---
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