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SENATE BI LL 6689

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Prince, Wnsley, K ine, B. Sheldon, Haugen, Goings, Fraser,
Fairl ey, Wod and Thi baudeau

Read first tine 01/27/98. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to ensuring equal opportunity w thout quotas in
publ i c enpl oynent, education, and contracting; and addi ng a new secti on
to chapter 49.60 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 49. 60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state is prohibited fromusing quotas that require hiring
or sel ecting persons in public enploynent, education, and contracting,
based on race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "quota" nmeans a fixed nunber
or percentage that nust be attained or cannot be exceeded, and that
violates the United States Constitution.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "state" neans the state of
Washi ngton, any city, county, public college or university, comunity
coll ege, school district, special district, or other political
subdi vi sion or governnental instrunentality of or within the state.

(4) No affirmative action programoperated by the state may hire or
sel ect unqualified persons.
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(5) The state may ensure equal opportunity in public enploynent,
education, and contracting and prevent discrimnation based on race,
sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin to the extent permssible
under the United States Constitution.

(6) Nothingin this sectionlimts the ability of courts to correct
the effects of, or prevent, discrimnation.

(7) Nothing in this section prohibits action reasonably taken to
ensure eligibility for any federal program where ineligibility could
result in a loss of federal funds to the state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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