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SENATE BI LL 6681

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Snyder, Rasnussen and Cke

Read first tine 01/27/98. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to creating the fish and wildlife enforcenent task
force; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Enforcenent is a critical conponent to successful fish and
wi |l dlife managenent;

(b) The ratio of fish and wldlife officers per citizen has
i ncreased dramatically over the |ast decade; and

(c) Departnent of fish and wildlife field personnel could provide
a greater enforcenent presence with the ability to issue citations for
fish and wildlife violations.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to create a fish and
wildlife enforcenent task force to nmake recomrendations that would
enable certain fish and wildlife personnel to issue citations for fish
and wildlife violations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The fish and wildlife enforcenent task
force is created. The task force is conposed of the follow ng nine
menbers: Two nenbers representing the house of representatives,
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appoi nted by the speaker of the house of representatives, of which one
menber shall be from the mpjority caucus and one nenber from the
mnority caucus; two nenbers representing the senate appointed by the
presi dent of the senate, of which one nmenber shall be fromthe majority
caucus and one nenber from the mnority caucus; the director of the
departnment of fish and wldlife or the director’s designee; the
di rector of the departnent of personnel or the director’s designee; the
director of the departnent of |abor and industries, or the director’s
desi gnee; the chief of the state patrol or the chief’s designee; and
one nenber of a |abor organization that represents departnent field
enpl oyees, appoi nted by the governor.

(2) The purpose of the task force is to make reconmendati ons to the
| egi sl ature on steps necessary to all ow departnent of fish and wldlife
personnel to issue citations for fish and wildlife violations.

(3) In making its recommendations the task force shall, at a
m ni mum consi der the foll ow ng:

(a) The need, if any, for |aw enforcenent training;

(b) The need for reclassification of enpl oyees under the Washi ngton
state personnel system

(c) The need for future changes in |abor agreenents or contracts;

(d) The possibility of filling personnel vacancies wth enpl oyees
capabl e of undert aki ng enforcenent responsibilities in conjunctionwth
their other duties;

(e) Those enforcenent activities that nonenforcenent personnel
woul d be authorized or prohibited from perform ng;

(f) The need for |egislative action; and

(g0 The need, if any, for an increase in agency funding to
i npl ement the task force reconmendati ons.

(4) The task force shall present its recomrendati ons and fi ndi ngs
to the governor, the natural resources commttee in the house of
representatives, and the senate natural resources and parks conmttee
by January 1, 1999.

(5) The task force expires June 30, 1999.

~-- END ---
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