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SENATE BI LL 6666

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Goi ngs, Haugen and Rasmnmussen

Read first tinme 01/27/98. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to the duty of a driver in an accident; anendi ng
RCW 46. 52. 020; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA46.52.020 and 1990 ¢ 210 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in
the injury to or death of any person shall imediately stop such
vehicle at the scene of such accident or as close thereto as possible
but shall then forthwith return to, and in every event remain at, the
scene of such accident until he has fulfilled the requirenents of
subsection (3) of this section; every such stop shall be nmade w t hout
obstructing traffic nore than i s necessary.

(2) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting
only in danage to a vehicle which is driven or attended by any person
or damage to other property ((shaH—mrediately—stop——such—vehtele—-at
the—seene—of—such—acetdent—or—as—elosethereto—as—posstble—andshal

forthwith)) nust nove the vehicle as soon as possible off the freeway
mai n | anes, ranmps, shoul ders, nmedi ans, and adj acent areas to a | ocation
on the frontage road, the nearest suitable cross street, or other
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suitable location. The driver nust imediately return to, and in any
event shall remain at, the scene of such accident until he has
fulfilled the requirenents of subsection (3) of this section((;i—every
I et I o I : e I .
nreeessary) ). Moving the vehicle in no way affects fault for an
accident. An officer or agency enployee may cause a notor vehicle,
cargo, or debris to be noved or elimnate any such obstruction; and
nei ther the agency enpl oyee, nor anyone acting under the direction of
the officer or enployee is liable for any danmage to the notor vehicle,
cargo, or debris caused by the renoval

(3) Unl ess otherw se provided in subsection (7) of this section the
driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting ininjury to or
death of any person or damage to any vehicle which is driven or
attended by any person or damage to ot her property shall give his nane,
address, insurance conpany, insurance policy nunber, and vehicle
Iicense nunber and shall exhibit his vehicle driver’s |license to any
person struck or injured or the driver or any occupant of, or any
person attending, any such vehicle collided with and shall render to
any person injured in such accident reasonable assistance, including
the carrying or the making of arrangenents for the carrying of such
person to a physician or hospital for nedical treatnent if it is
apparent that such treatment is necessary or if such carrying is
requested by the injured person or on his behalf. Under no
ci rcunstances shall the rendering of assistance or other conpliance
Wi th the provisions of this subsection be evidence of the liability of
any driver for such accident.

(4) Any driver covered by the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section failing to stop or conply with any of the requirenents of
subsection (3) of this section under said circunstances shall be guilty
of a class C felony and, upon conviction, be punished pursuant to RCW
9A. 20. 020( (+—PRXM-BED—TFhat-)). This provision shall not apply to any
person injured or incapacitated by such accident to the extent of being
physi cal Iy i ncapabl e of conplying herewth.

(5) Any driver covered by the provisions of subsection (2) of this
section failing to stop or to conply wth any of the requirenents of
subsection (3) of this section under said circunstances shall be guilty
of a gross m sdeneanor ((—PROV-BED—Fhat)). This provision shall not
apply to any person injured or incapacitated by such accident to the
extent of being physically incapable of conplying herewth.
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(6) The license or permt to drive or any nonresident privilege to
drive of any person convicted under this section or any | ocal ordinance
consisting of substantially the sanme |anguage as this section of
failure to stop and give information or render aid following an
accident wth any vehicle driven or attended by any person shall be
revoked by the departnent.

(7) I'f none of the persons specified are in condition to receive
the information to which they otherwse would be entitled under
subsection (3) of this section, and no police officer is present, the
driver of any vehicle involved in such accident after fulfilling all
ot her requirenents of subsections (1) and (3) of this section insofar
as possible on his part to be perforned, shall forthwith report such
accident to the nearest office of the duly authorized police authority
and submt thereto the information specified in subsection (3) of this
section.

~-- END ---
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