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SENATE BI LL 6636

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Fraser and Brown

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to addressing the inpacts of climte change; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) There is a growng scientific consensus that increases in
at nospheri c concentrations of greenhouse gases such as carbon di oxi de
have altered the earth’s climte system warmng the earth’s surface
and produci ng other climte changes;

(2) Even if concentrations of greenhouse gases are stabilized in
the near future, Washington citizens and busi nesses will be faced with
tenperature and sea | evel changes as the earth’s climte systemadj usts
to postindustrial greenhouse gas em ssions;

(3) Much of the research to date on climate change takes a gl obal
perspective, while nmuch less information is available on projected
climate change inpacts to smaller regi ons such as Washi ngton state and
the Pacific Northwest;

(4) Regional climate changes may have a nunber of nmmjor inpacts,
bot h negative and positive, to the econony and the public health and
safety of Washington and the Pacific Northwest; and
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(5) The citizens and businesses of Wshington will be better
positioned to adjust to these comng changes if the |egislature
undertakes an effort to identify what the regional clinate changes are
likely to be and how citi zens and busi nesses can plan for, mtigate, or
t ake advantage of these inpending climte changes.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) There is created the joint select
commttee on climate change. The conmttee shall be conprised of six
menbers of the house of representatives, selected by the speaker of the
house, and six nmenbers of the senate, selected by the president of the
senat e. In making appointnents to this joint select commttee, the
speaker shall select two nmenbers, one fromeach caucus, fromthe energy
and wutilities, agriculture and ecology, and natural resources
conmm ttees. The president shall select two nenbers, one from each
caucus, fromthe energy and utilities, agriculture and environnent, and
natural resources and parks commttees. Conmmttee nenbers shall sel ect
from anong t hensel ves a conmttee chair and vice-chair.

(2) The joint select commttee shall survey the current state of
the science regarding global climte change and associ ated regiona
climate change. The commttee shall identify steps that the public and
private sectors may nmake to plan for, mtigate, or take advantage of
the effects of climate change. The commttee shall also identify key
areas of wuncertainty and opportunities for future research. The
commttee’'s efforts shall include, but not belimted to, consideration
of the follow ng:

(a) Possible alterations to the hydrol ogi c cycl e, including changes
in the quantity and the timng of snowfall and snowpack, rainfall,
runoff, peak flows, low flows, and flooding incidences;

(b) Possible changes to energy supply as changes in the timng and
gquantity of runoff Jlead to changes 1in hydropower production
capabilities and to energy demand in response to potentially warnmner
w nters and hotter summers;

(c) Possible changes to the state’'s capability to produce
agricul tural comodities due to changes in tenperature and
precipitation patterns, growi ng seasons, availability and timng of
flows for irrigation, and crop response to increased |levels of carbon
di oxi de;

(d) Possible alterations to the state’'s capability to produce
forest products, also due to changes in tenperature, precipitation, and
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i ncreased carbon di oxide availability, as well as to changes i n speci es
m x as some colder areas warm and sonme warm areas becone warner and
drier, and changes related to seedling establishnment and regenerati on;

(e) Possible inpacts to the state’s freshwater, marine, and
salnonid fisheries, including effects of changes in |ake and stream
t enperatures, changes in the quantity and timng of flows for fish, and
changes in river and estuarine habitat due to sea level rise and
changes in flooding incidences;

(f) Possible inpacts to coastal areas and comrunities due to
changes in sea | evel, changes in frequency and intensity of stornms and
storm surges, changes in flooding potential, and changes to coasta
erosion rates and rates of saltwater intrusion into freshwater
aqui fers;

(g) Possible risks to human health and safety, including health
effects associated wth air and water quality changes, changes in
di sease patterns, and changes to drinking water availability and
coastal communities associated with sea level rise; and

(h) An inventory of existing research efforts and fundi ng sources,
and an identification of inportant research subjects not currently
bei ng addressed.

(3) The commttee shall also identify policies in place in the
state that either enhance or discourage econom c devel opnent
opportunities for Washi ngt on conpani es engaged i n energy effici ency and
renewabl e energy resource industries and shall make recomendati ons on
any policy changes needed to encourage these industries.

(4) In acconplishing subsections (2) and (3) of this section, the
commttee shall solicit input fromuniversity faculty nenbers and ot her
know edgeabl e parties in the public, private, and public-interest
sectors.

(5) Staffing for the commttee shall be provided by senate
commttee services and house of representatives office of program
research.

(6) The commttee shall report its findings and recommendations to
the | egislature by Decenber 1, 1998.

(7) The commttee expires June 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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