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SENATE BI LL 6633

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Long, Hargrove, Deccio, Thi baudeau, West and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/23/98. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to managed public nental health care; adding new
sections to chapter 71.24 RCW creating new sections; naking an
appropriation; providing expiration dates; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 71.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that it is inportant to ensure that the
desi gn and inplenentation of managed care in the public nental health
care system preserves and strengthens the community-based delivery of
mental health services through the regional support networks created
under this chapter. The legislature further finds that public
i nvol venent in the inplenentation of managed public nental health care
is essential for preserving the public interest that includes cost-
ef fecti veness, safety, security, access, equity, participation, and
accountability. The |egislature further finds that successful nmanaged
care efforts for public nental health services require collaboration
and coordi nati on between the state nental health authority, the public,
regi onal support networks, and service providers. The | egislature
intends to: (1) Create a nanaged public nental health care systemt hat

p. 1 SB 6633



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

36
37

nmeets national standards for effective nmanaged nental health care
i ncluding best business practices for efficiency; (2) establish
performance and outcone standards; (3) clearly provide for consuner
protection, consuner rights and involvenent, and community health and
security; (4) neet the needs of vul nerable popul ations, including the
requirenent to pronote early identification of, and services to,
mentally ill children, and ensure systemaccountability as required by
this chapter; and (5) reinvest public nental health funds for inproved
out cones for consunmers and conmunities.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 71.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Managed public nmental health care provided in Wshi ngton shal
conply with the foll ow ng:

(1) Devel opnment and i npl enentati on of managed public nmental health
care shall include collaboration anong consuners, providers, and
payers;

(2) Provision of services and support shall be directed by the
consuners’ needs and desires, whenever possible;

(3) Public nental health care services shall be adequate to neet
t he denonstrated and estimated needs of the covered popul ati on;

(4) The departnment shall specify reasonabl e operating margins for
organi zati ons serving public nmental health care consuners;

(5) The departnent shall adopt a consuner bill of rights addressing
consuner rights and responsibilities, and rul es governi ng gri evance and
appeal s procedures;

(6) Enphasize community-based care in lieu of institutional care;

(7) Consistent, reliable, and valid outcone neasures shall be used
for managed public nental health care;

(8) Entities responsible for the capitated risk in managed public
mental health care shall have the authority and flexibility to manage
the resources and the systemof care relating to recovery and wel | ness;
and

(9) Public agencies shall clarify and distinguish their roles in
the service delivery system in order to avoid duplication and cost
shifting.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) A task force to the legislature on
managed public nental health care is created. The task force shal
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consi st of six nmenbers representing service providers, regional support
net wor ks, managed care agencies, and the public; two nenbers of the
senate, one representing each of the two | argest caucuses in the senate
and two nenbers of the house of representatives, one representing each
of the two | argest caucuses in the house of representatives; one nenber
representing the governor; and one nmenber representing the departnent
of social and health services. The governor shall appoint the eight
menbers representing service providers, regional support networks,
managed care agencies, the public, and the tw executive branch
menbers. The president of the senate and speaker of the house of
representatives shall appoint the |legislative nmenbers. The appointed
menbers shall select a chair of the task force.
(2) This section expires June 30, 1999.

NEW _SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) The task force shall nake
recomendations relating to the design and inplenentati on of managed
public nmental health care services. |n devel oping recommendations the

task force shall

(a) Review the experiences of other states in designing and
i npl enmenti ng managed public nmental health care;

(b) Reviewavail abl e research into nedi cal cost offsets achi eved as
the result of effective nental health care;

(c) Reviewthe pros and cons of various financing nodels, including
full and partial capitation; and

(d) Address the unique challenges of inplenmenting managed public
mental health care in rural communities.

(2) The task force shall present its findings and recomendati ons
to the legislature and the governor no | ater than Decenber 1, 1998.

(3) This section expires June 30, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sum of fifty thousand dollars, or as
much t hereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund
to the house of representatives for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1999, to carry out the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
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1 state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
2 imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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