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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6621

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Wj ahn, Whod, Prentice, Wnsley, MAuliffe, Kl ine, Franklin,
B. Shel don, Thi baudeau, Snyder, Coings, Fraser, Fairley and Kohl)

Read first tinme 02/ 06/ 98.

AN ACT Relating to reporting of donestic violence by physicians;
addi ng a new section to chapter 10.99 RCW creating a new section; and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 10.99 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Physicians licensed under chapter 18.71 RCW and doctors of
osteopathy |icensed under chapter 18.57 RCW and podi atric physicians
and surgeons licensed under chapter 18.22 RCW who, in the course of
their practice and as the result of a treating relationship, encounter
a patient who is or may be on the basis of clinical evidence a victim
of donestic violence shall have a duty to report the victim zation, or
cause a report to be made, to an appropriate | aw enforcenent agency.

The duty to notify under this sectionis net if a person notifies
or attenpts to provide such notice by tel ephone or any other neans as
soon as reasonably possible.

(2) In addition to the duty to report donestic violence abuse to
| aw enf or cenent agenci es, a physician shall al so provide the victi mwho
is his or her patient with a notice of information regarding |ega
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rights and resources for imediate help, in form and content
substantially conpliant with the notice required under RCW
10.99.030(7), including informati on about | ocal shelters and a twenty-
four hour hotline for donestic violence referral.

(3) Any physician participating in good faith in the nmaking of a
report pursuant to this chapter, or testifying as to alleged donestic
violence in a judicial proceeding shall be imune fromany liability
arising out of such reporting or testifying, under any law of this
state or its political subdivisions.

(4) Any physician who, intentionally and in bad faith or
mal i ci ously, know ngly nmakes a fal se report of donestic violence abuse
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor punishable in accordance with RCW
9A. 20. 021

(5) Failure to report as required by this section is a gross
m sdenmeanor puni shable in accordance with RCW9A. 20.021. However, it
is an affirmati ve defense to the charge of failure to report that the
person had at the tinme of the failure to report a reasonable belief
that making such a report would place the patient or the patient’s
famly or household nenber in danger of i mmedi ate physical harm

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. This act may be known and cited as the
physi ci an donestic violence reporting act.

~-- END ---
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