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SENATE BI LL 6593

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Swecker, Rasnussen and Morton

Read first tine 01/ 22/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Rel ating to the departnent of natural resources; addi ng new
sections to chapter 79.90 RCW and maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 79.90 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The | egi sl ature recogni zes the i nportance of aquacul ture, including
finfish net-pen aquaculture, to the state of Wshington. When
practiced in an environnentally safe manner, finfish net-pen
aquacul ture provides long-term economc benefits, fosters water-
dependent uses of state waters, and enconpasses activities that should
be pronoted by the state. Recognizing the desirability of aquacul ture,
the legislature finds that there is a need to identify |ocations for
finfish net-pen aquaculture that will reduce |and-use conflicts and
adverse environnental inpacts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 79.90 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of natural resources shall study establishment of
finfish net-pen aquaculture zones within the Strait of Juan de Fuca,
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sel ecting | ocations which (1) reduce | and-use conflicts, (2) mnimze
conpetition wth other water-dependent wuses, (3) I|limt adverse
environmental inpacts, and (4) provide optimal marine and weather
conditions for finfish net pens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sum of fifty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 1998, fromthe aquatic |ands RMCA fund bal ance to the
departnment of natural resources for the purposes of the study in
section 2 of this act. The departnent shall report its findings to the
| egi sl ature by January 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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