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S-4739.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6592

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senator Prentice)

Read first tine 02/ 06/ 98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to the admnistration of controlled substances to
persons experiencing intractabl e pain; adding a newchapter to Title 69
RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the intractable pain treatnent act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The legislature finds and decl ares that:

(1) Appropriate pain nmanagenent for persons experiencing
intractable pain may involve the admnistration of controlled
subst ances;

(2) Nonet hel ess, state nmedi cal boards have used their disciplinary
authority to deter the prescribing of controlled substances for
intractable pain; and

(3) Additionally, physicians have been i nvestigated and prosecuted
for prescribing controlled substances for intractable pain.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. In this chapter, "intractable pain" neans a
pain state in which the cause of the pain cannot be renoved or
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ot herwi se treated and which in the generally accepted course of nedical
practice norelief or cure of the cause of the pain is possible or none
has been found after reasonable efforts including, but not limted to,
evaluation by the attending physician and one or nore physicians
specializing in the treatnent of the area, system or organ of the body
percei ved as the source of pain.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) A physician, or health professional who
is authorized by law to adm nister, dispense, order, or prescribe
controll ed substances, may prescribe or admnister controlled
substances to a person in the course of the physician's treatnent of
that person for a diagnosed condition causing intractable pain.

(2) A physician, or health professional who is authorized by lawto
adm ni ster, dispense, order, or prescribe controll ed substances, shal
not be subject to disciplinary action by the departnent of health or
the nedical quality assurance conm ssion under chapter 18.71 RCW for
prescribing or admnistering controlled substances in the course of
treatment of a person for intractable pain.

(3) A physician, or health professional who is authorized by lawto
adm ni ster, dispense, order, or prescribe controll ed substances, shal
not be subject to crimnal prosecution for prescribing or adm ni stering
controlled substances in the course of treatnent of a person for
i ntractabl e pain.

(4) This section does not authorize a physician to prescribe or
adm ni ster controll ed substances to those persons being treated by the
physician for chem cal dependency because of their use of drugs or
control | ed substances.

(5) This section does not authorize a physician, or health
prof essional who is authorized by |law to adm ni ster, dispense, order,
or prescribe controlled substances, to prescribe or admnister
control | ed substances to a person the physician knows to be using drugs
or substances for nontherapeutic purposes.

(6) This section does not Iimt the authority to deny, revoke, or
suspend the |icense of any physician who fails to keep accurate records
of purchases and di sposals of controlled substances, wites false or
fictitious prescriptions for controlled substances, or prescribes,
adm ni sters, or dispenses in violation of statute.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. Nothing in chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this
act) shall be construed to permt the use of substances listed in
schedule | of the uniformcontroll ed substances act for the treatnent
of intractabl e pain.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 69 RCW

~-- END ---
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