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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6583

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Morton, Wj ahn, Deccio, Franklin, Wnsley, Wod and Jacobsen)

Read first tine 02/ 02/98.

AN ACT Rel ating to an advisory conmttee on matters relating to the
regul ation of adult fam |y honmes; addi ng new sections to chapter 18.48
RCW and addi ng a new section to chapter 70.128 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 18.48 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Adult fam |y homes have devel oped rapidly in response to the health
and social needs of the aging population in comrunity settings,
especially as the aging popul ation has increased in proportion to the
general popul ation. The grow ng demand for el der care wth a new focus
on issues affecting senior citizens, including persons wth
devel opnental disabilities, nental illness, or denentia, has pronpted
a grow ng professionalization of adult famly hone providers to address
quality care and quality of life issues consistent with standards of
accountability and regul atory safeguards for the health and safety of
the residents. The establishnent of an advisory committee to the
departnent of health and the departnent of social and health services
under section 2 of this act formalizes a stable process for discussing
and considering these issues anong residents and their advocates,
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regul atory officials, and adult famly honme providers. The dial ogue
anong all stakeholders interested in maintaining a healthy option for
t he agi ng population in community settings assures the highest regard
for the well-being of these residents within a benign and functi onal
regul atory environnent.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 18.48 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary, in consultation with the secretary of social and
health services, shall appoint an advisory commttee on matters
relating to the regulation of adult famly hones. The advisory
comm ttee shall be conposed of six nenbers, of which two nenbers shal
be resident advocates, three nmenbers shall represent adult famly hone
providers, and one nenber shall represent the public and serve as
chair. The nenbers shall generally represent the interests of aging
residents, residents with denentia, residents with nental illness, and
residents with developnental disabilities respectively. Menber s
representing adult famly honme providers nmust have at | east two years’
experience as |icensees. The nenbership nust generally reflect urban
and rural areas and western and eastern parts of the state. A nenber
may not serve nore than two consecutive terns.

(2) The secretary may renove a nenber of the advisory commttee for
cause as specified by rule adopted by the departnent. |If there is a
vacancy, the secretary shall appoint a nenber to serve for the
remai nder of the unexpired term

(3) The advisory conmttee shall neet at the tines and places
designated by the secretary and shall hold neetings during the year as
necessary to provide advice to the secretary on matters relating to the
regulation of adult famly hones. A majority of the nenbers may
request a neeting of the commttee for any express purpose directly
related to the regulation of adult famly hones. A mgjority of nmenbers
currently serving shall constitute a quorum

(4) Each nenber of the advisory commttee shall serve wthout
conpensati on but nmay be rei nbursed for travel expenses as authorized in
RCW 43. 03. 060.

(5 The secretary, nenbers of the advisory commttee, or
i ndi vidual s acting on their behalf are inmune fromcivil liability for
official acts perforned in the course of their duties.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 70.128 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Adult fam |y homes have devel oped rapidly in response to the health
and social needs of the aging population in comrunity settings,
especially as the aging popul ation has increased in proportion to the
general popul ation. The grow ng demand for el der care wth a new focus
on issues affecting senior citizens, including persons wth
devel opnental disabilities, nental illness, or denentia, has pronpted
a grow ng professionalization of adult famly hone providers to address
quality care and quality of life issues consistent with standards of
accountability and regul atory safeguards for the health and safety of
the residents. The establishnent of an advisory committee to the
departnent of health and the departnent of social and health services
under section 2 of this act formalizes a stable process for discussing
and considering these issues anong residents and their advocates,
regul atory officials, and adult famly hone providers. The dial ogue
anong all stakeholders interested in maintaining a healthy option for
the agi ng population in community settings assures the highest regard
for the well-being of these residents within a benign and functi onal
regul atory environnment. The secretary shall be advised by an advi sory
commttee on adult famly honmes established under section 2 of this
act .

~-- END ---
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