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SENATE BI LL 6572

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Schow, T. Shel don, Sellar, Snyder, Horn, Franklin, Heavey,
Jacobsen, Newhouse, Wnsley, Anderson and Hal e

Read first tine 01/21/98. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to the Washington econom c devel opnent strategy
council; adding a new chapter to Title 43 RCW and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. Econom ¢ devel opnent prograns, including
work force training, industrial nodernization, and export assistance,
are increasingly inportant to the state’s econom c wel |l -being and state
efforts to encourage enploynent growh and increase state revenues.
Economic trends are rapidly changing and markets have becone
i ncreasingly conpetitive as states and countries seek to inprove and
saf eguard their own econom c wel | -being. The purpose of the Washi ngton
econom ¢ devel opnment strategy council is to provide responsive and
consi stent involvenent by the executive branch, the legislature, and
the private sector in creating and inplenenting econom c devel opnent
strategies to maintain a healthy state econony and provi de enpl oynent
opportunities to Washi ngton residents.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. There is created the Washi ngton econom c
devel opnent strategy council, which shall consist of the governor,
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three senators and three nenbers of the house of representatives, and
five private sector nenbers appointed by the governor. The president
of the senate shall appoint the senate nenbers of the council, and the
speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint the house nenbers
of the council. Not nore than two nenbers fromeach house nmay be from
the sane political party. Vacancies occurring may be filled by the
appoi nting authority. The council is chaired by the governor and has
two vice-chairs, one selected by the governor fromthe private sector
and one selected by the legislative nenbers from anong t hensel ves.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The council shall by majority vote establish
commttees, and prescribe rules of procedure for itself and its
commttees consistent with this chapter. Menbers of conmttees are not
required to be nmenbers of the council. The conmttees of the counci
may i nclude the governor’s small business inprovenent council and the
econom ¢ forecast council.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The council and its commttees are
authorized to study and revi ew econom ¢ devel opnent issues, including
work force training, industrial nodernization, international trade
assi st ance, tourism private investnent, and entrepreneuri al
devel opnent, and to develop a conprehensive and consistent econom c
devel opnent strategy. The council’s work includes:

(1) Identifying and prioritizing the nost significant issues
regardi ng econom ¢ devel opnent within the state. In carrying out this
responsibility the council shall (a) determ ne the econom c inpact of
vari ous business or industrial sectors upon the state’ s econony; (b)
eval uate existing state policies, |aws, and prograns which pronote or
af fect econom c devel opnent; (c) review the final 1988 report of the
former Washington state econom c devel opnent board; (d) review the
ef fecti veness of econom c devel opnent policies and prograns of other
states and nations; and (e) nonitor economc trends affecting the
state’ s econony;

(2) Performng detailed analyses of each significant issue
identified, providing a balance sheet of the state' s strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and chall enges;

(3) ldentifying goal s and objectives consistent with the council’s
anal ysis of significant econom c devel opnent i ssues;
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(4) Devel oping strategic plans to carry out the council’s econom c
devel opnent goals and objectives and nmaking recomendations for
| egislative and admnistrative actions. In carrying out this
responsibility, the council shall develop recomendations to the
governor and the legislature on steps necessary to inplenent the
council’s strategies;

(5 Monitoring the state’s progress in carrying out its economc
devel opnment strategies.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. Staff resources of the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the governor’s office, the
senate, and the house of representatives shall provide the council with
necessary staff support. The council may solicit staff resources,
i ncl udi ng | oaned executives, fromthe private sector.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Menbers of the council shall serve w thout
conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for travel expenses incurred
whil e attendi ng neetings of the council or any of its commttees, and
while going to and comng from council or commttee neetings as
provided in RCW 44.04.120 for nenbers of the legislature or by the
office of the governor under RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060 for the
governor’s appoi nt ees.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. The council shall cooperate, act, and
function wth legislative conmttees, executive agencies, councils or
commttees of other states simlar to this commttee, and other
interstate research or policy organizations.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. This act takes effect July 1, 1998.

--- END ---
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