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SENATE BI LL 6569

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Spanel, Prentice and Fraser

Read first tine 01/21/98. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to creating a scientific salnon and steel head
fundi ng revi ew panel ; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that it is of
par anount i nportance to the people of Washington to rebuild sal non and
steel head runs to sustainable levels. The legislature further finds
that fish recovery efforts have a higher success rate when deci sions
are based upon sound scientific information. The | egislature also
finds that funding decisions nade within state prograns that assist
with anadronmous fish recovery should be nmde based upon sound
scientific criteria and prioritized based upon a project’s cost-to-
benefit ratio. It is the intent of the legislature to create a
scientific review panel to develop project funding criteria on a
program | evel that ensures that state recovery efforts are based upon
sound science and directed to high priority projects.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The scientific salnmon and steel head
funding review panel is created. The panel shall be appointed by the
governor and conposed of five nenbers of the scientific community with
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expertise in salnmon and steel head recovery chosen from a list of
qualified candi dates submtted by the dean of the school of fisheries
at the University of WAshi ngton; one nenber representing the depart nment
of fish and wildlife; one nenber representing the departnent of natural
resources; one nenber representing the conservation comm ssion; one
menber representing the departnment of community, trade, and econom c
devel opnent; and one nenber representing the office of financial
managenent .

(2) The purpose of the panel is to exam ne state prograns that
provi de funding for projects that benefit sal non and steel head and to
work within the existing intent of the program to revise funding
criteria to ensure that state funds go toward projects that are based
upon sound sci ence, that benefit stocks of high priority, and ensure an
advant ageous cost-to-benefit ratio.

(3) By Septenber 1, 1998, the panel shall provide its initial
recommendations to the director of each agency in which a program
criteria change has been recomended. By Decenber 1, 1998, the panel
shal|l provide its final recommendations to each affected agency.

(4) The panel shall review the follow ng: Water quality and
habitat restoration prograns within the state conservati on comm ssi on,
the public works trust fund within the departnment of community, trade,
and economc developnent, the water quality and environnental
assi stance prograns within the departnent of ecology, the salnonid
screeni ng, habitat enhancenent, and restoration program the |ands and
restoration services prograns, the fish passage program the
cooper ati ve enhancenent program and the regional fisheries enhancenent
group program within the departnent of fish and wldlife, the
Washington wildlife and recreation program within the interagency
commttee for outdoor recreation, the aquatic resources, jobs for the
envi ronment, | andowner assistance, and natural areas prograns W thin
t he departnent of natural resources, and the storm water, watershed,
wet | ands, and fish passage prograns wthin the departnent of
transportation.

(5 By January 1, 1999, the panel shall submt a report to the
governor and the natural resources commttee in the house of
representatives and the senate natural resources and parks conmttee
regarding the funding criteria changes made to state prograns and the
need for additional |egislative action.

(6) The panel expires June 30, 1999.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. Agency prograns specified in section 2(4) of

this act
recei pt

shall imediately revise program funding criteria upon the
of same from the sal non and steel head funding review panel

Funding criteria changes remain in effect until January 1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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