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SENATE BI LL 6563

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Heavey, Wst, W)jahn, Bauer, Roach, Fairley, Lovel and,
Schow, Haugen, Swecker, T. Shel don and Koh

Read first time 01/21/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to effective dates of bills; adding a new section
to chapter 1.04 RCW adding a new section to chapter 2.04 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the power of
referendum reserved to the people is of such paranmount inportance to
our systemof governnent that any | egi sl ative act abrogating that power
must be subject to explicit justification by the legislature and
i mredi ate review by the judiciary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 1.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any bill passed by the I egislature, all or any portion of which
will take effect before the expiration of the standard ninety-day
period specified in the state Constitution, shall state wth
specificity both the reason allowed under the Constitution for the
early effective date and the facts that provide the basis for the
constitutional exception to the standard ninety-day peri od.
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(2) I'n any county or city having reserved to the people the power
of referendum any |egislation passed by the |egislative authority of
that county or city, all or any portion of which is not subject to the
power of referendum shall state with specificity the facts that
provi de the basis for the conclusion by the | egislative authority that
the resolution nust take effect immedi ately.

(3) Any legislative nmeasure subject to subsection (1) or (2) of
this section shall be subject to imediate review by the suprene court
both as to the facts asserted and the conclusion drawn therefromthat
such an energency exists as to justify exenpting the neasure from
ref erendum

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 2.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The suprene court shall have and shall exercise origina
jurisdiction in and shall imediately review all actions and
proceedi ngs chal | engi ng t he exenption of a | egislative neasure fromthe
power of referendum

~-- END ---
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