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SENATE BI LL 6550

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Deccio, Wjahn, Wod and Fairl ey

Read first tinme 01/21/98. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

AN ACT Relating to chem cal dependency counselor regulation;
reenacting and anendi ng RCW 18. 130. 040; adding a new chapter to Title
18 RCW creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that al cohol and drug
problens are a major contributor to drunk driving, crinme, donestic
vi ol ence, child abuse and neglect, and welfare. The |egislature finds
t hat chem cal dependency treatnent is an inportant health care service
that can reduce governnment and general health care expenditures. To
this end, the | egi sl ature has mandated i nsurance coverage for chem cal
dependency treatnent, mandated chem cal dependency assessnent and
treatment with alternative sentencing and drug courts, authorized
involuntary treatnment of al coholic and addicted youth and adults, and
provi ded that parental custody nay be contingent upon conpletion of
chem cal dependency treatnent.

The legislature finds that assuring conpetency of the individual
providing chem cal dependency assessnent, treatnment planning, and
counseling is essential to public safety. Chem cal dependency
assessnment and treatnment practice is no longer restricted to prograns
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regul ated by the departnment of social and health services and is
conduct ed by many agenci es, including health plans, utilization review
conpani es, school s, probation departnents, and correctional facilities.
The legislature finds that in a practice so intertwwned with safety,
wel fare, parental rights, and public policy, it is necessary to protect
the public by requiring verification of conpetency and qualification
from all individuals providing chem cal dependency assessnent and
treatment services. At the sane tinme, it is recognized that certain
chem cal dependency counseling conpetencies can be devel oped through
nonacadem c experiences.

The purpose of this act is to protect the public by identifying
i ndi vidual s with denonstrated qualifications in the core conpetencies
of addiction counseling and nake governnent nore efficient by
consolidating duplicative regulatory activities into a single
credentialing process.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Certified chem cal dependency counsel or" means an i ndi vi dual
certified to provide chem cal dependency counsel i ng under this chapter.

(2) "Chem cal dependency counseling” neans enploying the core
conpet enci es of chem cal dependency counseling to assist or attenpt to
assi st a person to develop and naintain abstinence from al cohol and
ot her nood-altering drugs.

(3) "Core conpetencies of chem cal dependency counseling" neans
conpetency in the nationally recognized know edge, skills, and
attitudes of professional practice, including assessnent and di agnosi s
of chem cal dependency, chem cal dependency treatnent planning and
referral, patient and famly education in the disease of chem ca
dependency, individual and group counseling with alcoholic and drug
addi cted i ndividuals, rel apse prevention counseling, and case
managenent, all oriented to assist patients to achieve and maintain
abstinence from nood-altering substances and devel op independent
support systens.

(4) "Commttee" mnmeans the chem cal dependency credentialing
comm ttee established under this chapter.

(5) "Departnent" neans the departnent of health.

(6) "Patient" neans an individual who receives or participates in
chem cal dependency treatnent.
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(7) "Regi stered chem cal dependency counsel or” nmeans an i ndi vi dual
registered to provide chem cal dependency counseling under this
chapter.

(8) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health or the secretary’s
desi gnee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A person may not, for a fee or as a part of
the person’s position as an enployee of a state agency or chem ca
dependency treatnent program certified under chapter 70.96A RCW
practice as a chem cal dependency counsel or wi t hout being regi stered or
certified to practice by the departnent under this chapter. A person
may not represent hinself or herself as a registered chem cal
dependency counsel or or certified chem cal dependency counsel or wi t hout
being so registered or certified by the departnment under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Nothing in this chapter nmay be construed to
prohi bit or restrict:

(1) The practice of a profession by a person who is either
registered, certified, licensed, or simlarly regul ated under the | aws
of this state and who is performng services within the person’s
aut hori zed scope of practice; and

(2) The practice of chem cal dependency counseling by an enpl oyee
or trainee of any federal agency, or the practice of chem cal
dependency counseling by a student of a college or university, if the
enpl oyee, trainee, or student 1is practicing solely wunder the
supervi sion of and accountable to the agency, college, or university
t hrough whi ch the person perforns the functions as part of the person’s
position for no additional fee other that ordinary conpensation.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 5. (1) In addition to any other authority
provi ded by |law, the secretary may:

(a) Adopt rul es necessary to inplenent this chapter, in accordance
with chapter 34.05 RCW in consultation with the commttee;

(b) Set all fees in accordance with RCW43. 70. 250 and col | ect and
deposit all of those fees in the health professions account established
under RCW 43. 70. 320;

(c) Establish forns and procedures necessary to admnister this
chapter;
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(d) Hre clerical, admnistrative, and investigative staff as
needed to i nplement this chapter

(e) Set standards of practice for registered and certified chem cal
dependency counsel ors;

(f) Issue a chemcal dependency counselor registration to an
applicant who has nmet the requirenents for registration;

(g) Issue acertificate to any applicant who has net the educati on,
training, and requirenents of conpetency denonstration for chem ca
dependency counselor certification and to deny a certificate to
applicants who do not meet the mninum qualifications for
certification;

(h) Establish the criteria for evaluating the ability and
qualifications of persons applying for a certificate as a certified
chem cal dependency counsel or;

(i) Evaluate and designate, in collaboration with the commttee,
t hose chem cal dependency courses that will be accepted as proof of an
applicant’s eligibility toreceive registration or certification and to
establish standards and procedures for accepting alternative training,
if any, in lieu of identified courses;

(j) Prepare and adm ni ster or cause to be prepared and adm ni st ered
an examnation for all qualified applicants for chem cal dependency
counsel or certification; and

(k) Set requirenents for maintaining and renewi ng regi stration and
certification, that may include continuing education or continuing
conpet ency requirenents.

(2) Persons registered or certified under this chapter shall
provide patients, at the commencenent of a program of treatnent,
accurate disclosure information in accordance with gui del i nes devel oped
by the departnent. The information nmust contain at a mninmm the
counselor’s practice and will informthe patients of the purposes of
and resources available under this chapter, including the right of
patients to refuse treatnent and to file a conplaint. A single
di scl osure statenent may be used for one or nore chem cal dependency
counselors if the counselors are providing services froma single plan
of treatment wthin a single chem cal dependency treatnent program
approved under chapter 70.96A RCW The di scl osure i nformati on provi ded
by the counselor or counselors, the receipt of which shall be
acknowl edged in witing by the counselor and patient, nust include
rel evant education and training, the therapeutic orientation of the
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practice, the proposed course of treatnent, financial requirenents, and
such other information as the departnent may require by rule.

(3) The secretary shall keep an official record of all proceedi ngs,
a part of which record nust consist of a register of all applicants for
registration or certification under this chapter, with the result of
each application.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The Washi ngton state chem cal dependency
credentialing commttee is created, consisting of seven nenbers
appoi nted by the secretary. Al appointnents shall be for a term of
four years. A person may not serve as a nenber of the conmmttee for
nore than two consecutive full terns. Wthin ninety days of the
effective date of this section, the secretary shall appoint the first
committee to propose to the secretary for his or her consideration
rul es, educational requirenents, tests, and procedures to carry out
chem cal dependency counsel or registration and certification
establ i shed under this chapter. The commttee shall also recommend
standards for continuing education to neet certification and
regi stration requirenents under this chapter. Two appointees to the
initial commttee shall be professional or public nenbers wth
experience on private chem cal dependency counselor certification
boards, and one of whomshall be Native Anerican. Chem cal dependency
counsel ors appointed to the first board may be eligible to be certified
under this chapter and thereafter nust be certified by the departnent,
with the exception of the menber who is a registered chem cal
dependency counsel or.

(2) Voting menbers shall include:

(a) Two certified chem cal dependency counsel ors;

(b) One registered chem cal dependency counsel or;

(c) One chem cal dependency treatnent programdirector

(d) One physician |licensed under chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW and
certified in addiction nedicine;

(e) Two nenbers of the public, at |east one of whom nust be an
i ndividual in recovery fromchem cal dependency.

(3) The director of the departnment of social and health services
di vision of alcohol and substance abuse or the director’s designee,
shall serve as an ex officio menber of the conmmttee.

The secretary nay appoint the initial nenbers of the commttee to
staggered terns of from one to four years. Thereafter, all nenbers
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shal | be appointed to full four-year terns. Menbers of the commttee
hold office until their successors are appointed.

The secretary nmay renove any nenber of the commttee for cause as
specified by rule. In the case of a vacancy, the secretary shall
appoi nt a person to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term

The commttee shall neet at the tines and pl aces desi gnated by the
secretary and shall hold neetings during the year as necessary to
provi de advice to the secretary.

Each nmenber of the commttee shall be reinbursed for travel
expenses as authorized in RCW43.03. 050 and 43.030.060. In addition,
menbers of the commttee shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW
43. 030. 240 when engaged in the authorized business of the commttee.
The nmenbers of the commttee are imune fromsuit in an action, civil
or crimnal, based on their official acts perfornmed in good faith as
menbers of the commttee.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 7. (1) The departnent may issue chem cal
dependency counselor certification to any applicant who provides
docunent ati on of satisfactory conpletion of the foll ow ng requirenents:

(a) Conpletion of a mninmum of thirty-three quarter credits or
twenty-two senester credits in chem cal dependency courses pertaining
to the core conpetencies of chem cal dependency counseling, plus one
hundred eighty clock-hours of professional chemcal dependency
wor kshops, or the equivalent in additional college courses, in topics
relating to the core conpetencies of chem cal dependency counseling;

(b) Docunentation of a mninum of two thousand cl ock-hours of
chem cal dependency counsel i ng experi ence under the direct supervision
of a certified chem cal dependency counselor in a chem cal dependency
treatnent program approved under chapter 70.96A RCW or equival ent
experience in a program approved by the state authority in another
st at e;

(c) Successful conpletion of a recognized chem cal dependency
counsel or exam nation based on the core conpetencies of chem cal
dependency counseling as recommended by the commttee and approved by
t he departnent;

(d) OGher requirenments as may be determ ned by the secretary that
i npact the conpetence of the chem cal dependency counsel or; and

(e) Subm ssion to the departnment of a conpl eted application and al
necessary docunentation and fees.
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(2) Applicants certified as chem cal dependency counselors in
another state may be certified in this state after successful
conpl etion of the exam nation required by the departnent.

(3) Until July 1, 2000, the departnment shall issue chem cal
dependency counsel or certification wi thout exam nation to a person who
submts a conpleted application and paynent of necessary fees and
verification of a current certificate of qualification as a chem cal
dependency counselor issued by the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(4) Until July 1, 2000, the departnment may issue chem cal
dependency counsel or certification only upon passing the required exam
to a person who submts a conpleted application and paynent of
necessary fees and provi des docunentati on of one of the follow ng:

(a) A mninmmof four thousand cl ock-hours of chem cal dependency
counseling experience in a chemcal dependency treatnent program
certified by the departnment of social and health services or
substantially equi val ent experience in another state; or

(b) Docunentation of a conbination of education, training, and
experience in the core chem cal dependency conpetencies determ ned by
the departnent to be substantially equivalent to the know edge and
experience requirements for certified chem cal dependency counselors
set forth in this section

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. The departnment shall establish, in
consultation wth the commttee, continuing education requirenents that
applicants shall verify for renewal of registration and certification.

Sec. 9. RCW18.130.040 and 1997 ¢ 392 s 516, 1997 c 334 s 14, 1997
c 285 s 13, and 1997 c 275 s 2 are each reenacted and anended to read
as follows:

(1) This chapter applies only to the secretary and the boards and
commi ssions having jurisdictioninrelationto the professions |icensed
under the chapters specified in this section. This chapter does not
apply to any business or profession not |icensed under the chapters
specified in this section.

(2)(a) The secretary has authority under this chapter in relation
to the follow ng professions:

(1) Dispensing opticians |icensed under chapter 18.34 RCW

(11) Naturopaths licensed under chapter 18.36A RCW
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(ti1) Mdw ves licensed under chapter 18.50 RCW

(tv) Cecularists |licensed under chapter 18.55 RCW

(v) Massage operators and busi nesses |icensed under chapter 18.108
RCW

(vi) Dental hygienists |licensed under chapter 18.29 RCW

(vii) Acupuncturists licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW

(viii) Radiologic technologists certified and X-ray technicians
regi stered under chapter 18.84 RCW

(1 x) Respiratory care practitioners licensed under chapter 18.89
RCW

(x) Persons registered or certified under chapter 18.19 RCW

(xi) Persons registered as nursing pool operators under chapter
18. 52C RCW

(xi1) MNursing assistants registered or certified under chapter
18. 88A RCW

(xi1i) Health care assistants certified under chapter 18.135 RCW

(xiv) Detitians and nutritionists certified under chapter 18.138
RCW

(xv) Chem cal dependency counselors registered or certified under

chapter 18.-- RCW (sections 2 through 8 of this act);

(xvi) Sex offender treatnent providers certified under chapter
18. 155 RCW

((6e))) (xvii) Persons licensed and certified under chapter 18.73
RCW or RCW 18. 71. 205;

((e+))) (xviii) Persons registered as adult famly hone
provi ders and resi dent managers under RCW 18. 48. 020;

((be++))) (xix) Denturists licensed under chapter 18.30 RCW and

((d)) (xx) Othotists and prosthetists |icensed under chapter
18. 200 RCW

(b) The boards and comm ssions having authority under this chapter
are as foll ows:

(1) The podiatric mnmedical board as established in chapter 18.22
RCW

(1i) The chiropractic quality assurance conm ssion as established
in chapter 18.25 RCW

(ti1) The dental quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.32 RCW

(1v) The board of hearing and speech as established in chapter
18. 35 RCW
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(v) The board of examners for nursing hone admnistrators as
established in chapter 18.52 RCW

(vi) The optonetry board as established in chapter 18.54 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapter 18.53 RCW

(vii) The board of osteopathic nedicine and surgery as established
in chapter 18.57 RCWgoverning |licenses i ssued under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW

(viii) The board of pharmacy as established in chapter 18.64 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapters 18.64 and 18. 64A RCW

(ix) The nedical quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.71 RCW governing licenses and registrations issued under
chapters 18.71 and 18. 71A RCW

(x) The board of physical therapy as established in chapter 18.74
RCW

(xi) The board of occupational therapy practice as established in
chapter 18.59 RCW

(xi1) The nursing care quality assurance conmm ssion as established
in chapter 18.79 RCWgoverning |icenses issued under that chapter;

(xiii) The exam ning board of psychology and its disciplinary
commttee as established in chapter 18.83 RCW and

(xiv) The veterinary board of governors as established in chapter
18.92 RCW

(3) In additionto the authority to discipline |license holders, the
disciplining authority has the authority to grant or deny |icenses
based on the conditions and criteria established in this chapter and
the chapters specified in subsection (2) of this section. This chapter
al so governs any investigation, hearing, or proceeding relating to
denial of licensure or issuance of a license conditioned on the
applicant’s conpliance with an order entered pursuant to RCW18. 130. 160
by the disciplining authority.

(4) Al disciplining authorities shall adopt procedures to ensure
substantially consistent application of this chapter, the Uniform
Disciplinary Act, anong the disciplining authorities listed in
subsection (2) of this section.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 10. Sections 2 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 18 RCW
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This act takes effect July 1,

~-- END ---
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