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SENATE BI LL 6534

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Lovel and and Prince

Read first tine 01/21/98. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to defining distressed area for purposes of
econom ¢ assi stance; and anendi ng RCW 43. 165. 010 and 43. 168. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.165.010 and 1996 ¢ 290 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unless the context <clearly requires to the contrary, the
definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Departnent” neans the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Director"” nmeans the director of the departnent.

(3) "Distressed area" neans: (a) A county that has an unenpl oynent
rate that is twenty percent above the state-w de average for the
previous three years; (b) a county that has a nedi an househol d i ncone
that is less than seventy-five percent of the state nedi an househol d
i nconme for the previous three years; (c) a community or area that has
experienced sudden and severe or long-term and severe |oss of
enpl oynment, or erosion of its economc base due to decline of its
dom nant industries; ((ef)) (d) an area within a county which area:
(i) Is conmposed of contiguous census tracts; (ii) has a mninmm
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popul ati on of five thousand persons; (iii) has at | east seventy percent
of its famlies and unrelated individuals wth incones below eighty
percent of the county’'s nedian inconme for famlies and unrelated
i ndi vidual s; and (iv) has an unenploynent rate which is at |least forty
percent higher than the county’s unenploynent rate; or (e) a county
that has a proportion of its population enrolled in nedical assistance
that is forty percent or nore above the state average for the previous
three years. For purposes of this definition, "famlies and unrel ated
i ndi vi dual s" has the sane nmeaning that is ascribed to that termby the
federal departnment of housing and urban devel opnent in its regul ations
authorizing action grants for econom c devel opnent and nei ghbor hood
revitalization projects.

(4) "Econom c devel opnent revol ving | oan funds" nmeans a | ocal, not-
for-profit or governnentally sponsored business | oan program

(5) "Teamt neans the community revitalization team

(6) "Technical assistance" includes, but is not limted to,
assistance with strategic planning, market research, business plan
devel opnment revi ew, organi zati on and nanagenent devel opnent, accounti ng
and | egal services, grant and |oan packagi ng, and other assistance
whi ch may be expected to contribute to the redevel opnent and econom c
wel | -being of a distressed area.

Sec. 2. RCW43.168.020 and 1996 ¢ 290 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Commttee" neans the Washington state devel opnent |oan fund
comm ttee.

(2) "Departnent" neans the departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(3) "Director” nmeans the director of community, trade, and econom c
devel opnent .

(4) "Distressed area" neans: (a) A county which has an
unenpl oynent rate which is twenty percent above the state average for
the imedi ately previous three years; (b) a county that has a nedi an
househol d incone that is |less than seventy-five percent of the state
medi an household 1incone for the previous three years; (c) a
metropolitan statistical area, as defined by the office of federa
statistical policy and standards, United States departnent of conmerce,
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in which the average |evel of unenploynent for the cal endar year
i mredi ately preceding the year in which an application is filed under
this chapter exceeds the average state unenpl oynent for such cal endar
year by twenty percent; (d) an area within a county, which area: (i)
| s conposed of contiguous census tracts; (ii) has a m ni num popul ati on
of five thousand persons; (iii) has at |east seventy percent of its
famlies and unrel ated i ndi vidual s with i ncones bel ow ei ghty percent of
the county’s nedi an inconme for famlies and unrel ated individuals; and
(1v) has an unenploynent rate which is at |east forty percent higher
t han the county’s unenpl oynent rate; ((e+)) (e) a county designated as
a rural natural resources inpact area under RCW 43.31.601 if an
application is filed by July 1, 1997; or (f) a county that has a
proportion of its population enrolled in nedical assistance that is
forty percent or nore above the state average for the previous three
years. For purposes of this definition, "famlies and unrelated
i ndi vi dual s" has the sane nmeaning that is ascribed to that termby the
federal departnment of housing and urban devel opnent in its regul ations
authorizing action grants for econom c devel opnent and nei ghbor hood
revitalization projects.

(5) "Fund" neans the Washi ngton state devel opnent | oan fund.

(6) "Local devel opnent organi zation" nmeans a nonprofit organi zati on
whi ch i s organi zed to operate within an area, denonstrates a conm t nent
to a long-standing effort for an econom c devel opnent program and
makes a denonstrable effort to assist in the enploynent of unenpl oyed
or underenpl oyed residents in an area.

(7) "Project” nmeans the establishnent of a new or expanded busi ness
in an area whi ch when conpleted will provide enpl oynent opportunities.
"Project"” also neans the retention of an existing business in an area
whi ch when conpleted will provide enploynment opportunities.

~-- END ---
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