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S-3726. 2

SENATE BI LL 6520

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fraser, Fairley and McAuliffe

Read first tinme 01/20/98. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to |local funding of watershed plans; and adding a
new chapter to Title 36 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. FI NDI NGS- - PURPCSE. (1) The legislature
finds:

(a) Federal agencies, state agencies, counties, cities, Indian
tribes, and special districts are all engaged in a nultitude of
pl anni ng and managenent efforts designed to protect and enhance the
quality and quantity of water within the state;

(b) The growt h managenent act, chapter 36. 70A RCW sets broad goal s
for counties and cities to devel op conprehensive plans for sustainable
econom ¢ devel opnent, environnental protection, and provision of
adequate capital facilities but fails to provide direction for
integrating water resources planning and policy wth growh planning
efforts;

(c) Inplenmentation of the growth managenent act, ongoing water
resources planning and nmanagenent efforts, and salnonid recovery
actions shoul d support each other and be logically consistent;
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(d) New federal and state regulatory requirenments for recovery of
sal non, steel head, and other fish species, nmanaging storm water,
protecting drinking water supply, and managi ng ot her aspects of water
resources increase the need for counties to integrate planning and
managenent activities involving both | and use and water resources; and

(e) Efforts should be made to conbine financial resources for
pl anni ng, capital expenditures, facility operations and nmaintenance,
water quality monitoring, and public education related to water
resource protection and managenent at the state and | ocal level and to
elimnate waste and duplication in planning and managenent of water
resour ces.

(2) The purpose of this chapter is to authorize counties, cities,
and special districts to provide funding from existing water-rel ated
sources to assist in conprehensive planning and managenent activities
on a watershed basis. The coordinated program established in this
chapter is intended to enphasi ze | ocal accountability, consistency with
growt h planning activities, and protection of the public health and the
environment in a cost-efficient manner.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. DEFI NI TI ONS. Unl ess the context clearly
requires otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout
this chapter.

(1) "Programt neans a coordinated water resources program
aut hori zed under section 3 of this act.

(2) "Water resources" shall be broadly construed to i nclude surface
wat er, ground water, marine waters, and the general aquatic ecosystem
and includes activities involving water quality, wetlands, and the
riparian zone.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. COORDI NATED WATER RESOURCES PROGRAM -
ESTABLI SHVENT. (1)(a) The legislative authority of any county that is
participating in the devel opnment of a conprehensive watershed plan or
fish recovery plan under chapter 90.82 RCW may create a coordi nated
wat er resources program The purpose of a coordi nated water resources
programis to allocate funding fromcounty sources wthin the watershed
to assi st in devel oping and i npl enenti ng a conpr ehensi ve wat er shed pl an
or fish recovery plan under chapter 90.82 RCW

(b) A county legislative authority proposing to establish a
coordi nat ed wat er resources programshall consult with affected cities,
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tribes, and special districts in developing its proposal before
scheduling the proposal for a public hearing. Fol |l owi ng such
consultation the county shall propose the boundaries for operation of
t he programand t he fundi ng sources to be conmtted to the program |f
a portion of the watershed area lies wthin a city or a town, the
county shall provide for the participation of the |l egislative authority

of the city or town in developing the program The county, in
cooperation with the affected cities, tribes, and special districts,
shal | conduct at |east one public hearing on the proposal. Notice of

the hearing shall be published at |east once, not |ess than ten days
before the hearing, in a newspaper of general circulation within the
area of the proposed coordi nated water resources program The public
heari ng may be continued to other tines, dates, and pl aces announced at
the hearing, w thout publication of the continuance. At the public
hearing, the county legislative authority shall hear objections and
comments from persons interested in the proposal to establish the
program

(c) After conducting the hearing and considering public coments,
the county legislative authority shall by resolution or ordinance
descri be the boundaries of the coordi nated water resources programand
t he fundi ng sources and ambunts to be commtted to the program

(2) Establishnment of a coordinated water resources programand the
exercise of any authority under this chapter shall not be construed as
requiring the transfer of duties or responsibilities from any
established state, local, city, or tribal programor fromany district
that exists that addresses water resource managenent.

(3) A coordinated water resources programmay not include territory
| ocated within a city without the approval of the city l|egislative
authority, nor may it include territory located in the unincorporated
area of another county w thout the approval of the county |egislative
authority of that county. I n seeking approval of the city or other
county, the county shall propose procedures for the participation of
the city or other county in establishing and in carrying out the
coordi nated water resources programwthin the city or county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. FUNDING (1) The legislative authority of
a county may authorize up to ten percent of existing fees, charges, or
speci al assessnents levied and collected within the watershed by the
county in the inplenentation of a coordinated water resource program
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(2) The legislative authority of a city may authorize up to ten
percent of existing fees, charges, or special assessnents |evied and
collected by a city within the boundaries of a proposed or established
county-coordi nat ed wat er resources programfor purposes of cooperating
with the county in the inplenentation of the program

(3) The governing body of a special district nmay authorize up to
ten percent of existing fees, charges, or special assessnents |evied
and collected within that portion of the district’s boundaries | ocated
inside a proposed or established county-coordi nated water resources
program for purposes of cooperating wth the county 1in the
i npl enentation of the program

(4) Acity or special district may by intergovernnental agreenent
transfer funds specified in subsections (2) and (3) of this sectionto
the county for adm nistration

(5 The county shall establish a special coordinated water
resources program account or fund for the purposes of receiving and
expendi ng funds under this chapter.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 5. EXI STING AUTHORI TY. This chapter shall not
be construed to reduce or elimnate any existing authority of any state
agency or any Indian tribe.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 6. CAPTI ONS NOT LAW  Captions used in this
chapter do not constitute any part of the | aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 36 RCW

~-- END ---
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