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SENATE BI LL 6481

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Patterson

Read first tine 01/19/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to candi dates’ and voters’ panphl ets; anmendi ng RCW
29. 80. 010; and adding a new section to chapter 29.81 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.80.010 and 1987 ¢ 295 s 17 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The secretary of state shall publish a candi dates’ panphlet as
soon as possible before each state general election at which one or
nore federal or state officials are to be el ected((;—the—seeretary—of
state—shaH—pubH-sh—and—rmatt—te—eachi+ndividual—placeof restdence—of
the—state—a—~candi-dates—panphlet—contatning)) or _at which a person is

to be elected to fill a vacancy in a federal or state office. | n
addition, the secretary of state shall publish a candi dates’ panphl et
for a primary held to nom nate persons for a federal or state office or
to nom nate persons to be elected to fill a vacancy in a federal or
state office, if sufficient tine exists and sufficient noney has been
appropriated for this purpose.

The secretary of state shall mail a candi dates’ panphlet to each
i ndividual place of residence in the state, if voters state-wide wll
vote for any of these offices at that election or primary. However,
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the secretary of state need only mail a candidates’ panphlet to each
individual place of residence in the applicable congressional or
legislative district or districts where the election or primary is
being held, if only one or nore congressional offices or |legislative
offices are considered at the election or primary. Candi dat es’
panphl ets nust also be distributed as provided under RCW 29.81. 140,
29.81.150, and 29.81.180 for the added distribution of voters’
panphl et s.

In lieu of publishing and mailing a candi dates’ panphlet on only a
congressional or legislative district-wide basis for a primry or
general election, the secretary of state may contract with a county
auditor or auditors under section 2 of this act to include these
materials in a local voters’ panphlet prepared and nmailed in the
applicable congressional or legislative district or districts.

(2) A candidates’ panphlet nust contain photographs and canpai gn
statenents of eligible candi dates or nom nees who desire to participate
therein, together with a canpaign mailing address and tel ephone nunber
submtted by the candidate or nom nee at the candidate’s or nom nee’s
option((—and)). In addition, a candidates’ panphlet for a genera
el ection in an even-nunbered ((years—eontatning)) year nmust contain a
description of the office of precinct conmttee officer and its duties,
in order that voters will understand that the office is a state office
and will be found on the ballot of the forthcom ng general election.

((

suprere—eourt—))
(3) The secretary of state shall adopt rules providing for
candi dates’ pamphlets at prinmary el ections.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29.81 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state may contract with a county auditor for
information on persons running as candidates for a federal or state
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1 office to be included in the county voters’ panphlet prepared for a
2 primary el ection.

~-- END ---
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