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SENATE BI LL 6407

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senat ors Wod, Kohl, Bauer, Patterson, B. Shel don, Wnsley and Cke;
by request of Board of Education

Read first tine 01/19/98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to teacher assessnent for certification; addi ng new
sections to chapter 28A. 410 RCW creating a new section; and repealing
RCW 28A. 410. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and decl ares:

(1) Washington has a strong and continually inproving system of
t eacher preparation and certification.

(2) Incorporating teacher assessnent for certification into the
system cannot guarantee good teachi ng performance, but can contribute
to public confidence.

(3) Teacher assessnent for certification can guard against
adm ssion to the teaching profession of persons who have not
denonstrated that they are conpetent in the basic skills of reading,
witing, communications, and math; know edgeable about the skills
required to teach; and know edgeable in the subjects they wll be
assigned to teach

(4) Teacher assessnent for certification should be inplenmented as
a conplenentary elenent to the existing system of teacher preparation
and certification.
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(5) Incorporating teacher assessnment for certification should be
done in a manner that is aligned wwth the direction of the inprovenent
of student achi evenent act of 1993, chapter 336, Laws of 1993.

(6) Teacher assessnment for certification should add value to the
candi date’ s professional growth journey.

(7) Teacher assessnment for certification wll contribute to
mai ntai ning an al ready high quality system of teacher preparation and
certification in Washi ngton

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall provide for the
i npl ementation of one or nore neans of assessing the know edge or
abilities, or both, of all applicants for teaching certificates

required by the state board under this chapter.

(2) The state board at a m ni numshall assess, begi nning not |ater
t han Septenber 1, 1999:

(a) An applicant’s knowl edge in the subjects of reading, witing,
communi cati ons, and mat hematics as determ ned by the state board. The
state board nust begin this assessnent not |ater than Septenber 1,
1999; and

(b) An applicant’s knowl edge of teaching as determ ned by the state
board. For purposes of this assessnent, "know edge of teaching" neans
the know edge of teaching skills and theory that is supported by
research as necessary to be an effective teacher, which is not subject
specific, and which includes skills in classroom managenent and
di sci pli ne, organi zation and delivery of |essons, assessnent
strategies, and working and communicating with parents. The state
board nust begin this assessnent not |ater than Septenber 1, 2000.

(3) In addition to the assessnents under subsection (2) of this
section, the state board of education also shall provide for the
i npl emrentation of one or nore neans of assessing an applicant’s
knowl edge in the subjects for which the applicant has received, or
applied for, an endorsenent. The assessnent of subject know edge shal
not include instructional nmethodol ogy. The state board nust begin this
assessnent not |ater than Septenber 1, 2001.

(4) On each of the assessnents under subsections (2) and (3) of
this section, an applicant shall achieve a m ni numassessnent score, or
m ni mum assessnment scores, established by the state board as a
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condition to being issued a teaching certificate and subject
endorsenments to the certificate.

(5) The state board of education and superintendent of public
instruction, as determ ned by the state board, may contract with one or
nmore third parties for:

(a) The developnent, purchase, admnistration, scoring, and
reporting of scores of the assessnents established by the state board
under this section;

(b) Related clerical and adm nistrative activities; or

(c) Any conbination of the purposes in this subsection.

(6) Applicants for teaching certificates shall pay fees established
by the state board of education for initial assessnents, reassessnents,
scoring of assessnents, reporting of assessnent scores, and clerical
and adm nistrative activities related thereto. Such fees shall be
reasonably related to the direct and indirect costs of the state board
and superintendent of public instruction in inplenenting this section,
i ncludi ng contractual costs.

(7) Fee revenues received by the state board and superi ntendent of
public instruction under this section shall be deposited in the teacher
assessnment account hereby created in the custody of the state
treasurer. Moneys deposited in the account shall be expended
exclusively for the direct and indirect costs of inplementing this
section. The account is subject to the allotnment procedures under
chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is required for disbursenent.

(8) The superintendent of public instruction is responsible for
supervi sion and provi di ng support services to adm nister this section.

(9) The state board of education shall coll aboratively devel op and
i npl ement the assessnents required under this section with the
superintendent of public instruction and the comm ssion on student
| ear ni ng. The state board also shall ensure that at a m ninm
teachers, adm ni strators, and representatives of institutions of higher
education participate in the devel opnent and inplenentation of the
assessnents. The state board shall submt the proposed assessnents to
t he education commttees of the house of representatives and senate for
the commttees’ review prior to inplenenting the assessnents.

(10) The state board shall adopt rul es under chapter 34.05 RCWt hat
the board determ nes are reasonably necessary for the effective and
efficient inplenmentation of this section.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

By Decenber 1, 1999, and biennially thereafter, the state board of
education shall prepare a report on the nunber and percentage of
candidates who are successful in passing the assessnents for
certification required under section 2 of this act. The information
shall be reported for the individual public and private coll eges and
uni versities in Washington as well as reported on an aggregate basis.
The report shall also include results dis-aggregated denographically.
The report is to be nade avail abl e through the state library and pl aced
on the legislative alert |ist.

NEW SECTI ON.. Sec. 4. RCW 28A.410.020 and 1996 ¢ 309 s 1, 1991 c
116 s 20, 1988 c 251 s 4, & 1987 c 525 s 202 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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