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SENATE BI LL 6394

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hochstatter, Stevens, Oke and Swecker

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to science textbooks; and adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 150 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

Al'l science textbooks purchased with state noneys nust have the
follow ng notice placed promnently in them

"A MESSAGE FROM THE WASHI NGTON STATE LEGQ SLATURE

This textbook discusses evolution, a controversi al
theory sone scientists present as a scientific explanation for

the origin of living things, such as plants, animals, and
humans.

No one was present when life first appeared on earth.
Therefore, any statenent about I|ife's origins should be

consi dered as theory, not fact.

The word "evolution" may refer to nany types of change.
Evol ution describes changes that occur within a species.
(Wiite noths, for exanple, may "evolve" into gray noths.) This
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process i s mcroevol ution, which can be observed and descri bed
as fact. Evolution may also refer to the change of one living
thing to another, such as reptiles into birds. This process,
cal |l ed macroevol ution, has never been observed and shoul d be
considered a theory. Evolution also refers to the unproven
belief that random wundirected forces produced a world of
[iving things.

There are many unanswered questi ons about the origin of
life which are not nentioned in your textbook, including:
- Wiy did the major groups of aninmals suddenly appear in the
fossil record (known as the "Canbrian Expl osion")?
- Wiy have no new major groups of living things appeared in
the fossil record for a long tinme?
- Wiy do mmjor groups of plants and aninmals have no
transitional forms in the fossil record?

- How did you and all living things conme to possess such a
conplete and conplex set of "lInstructions”" for building a
living body?

Study hard and keep an open m nd. Soneday, you nmay
contribute to the theories of how living things appeared on
earth.”

~-- END ---
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