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S-3703. 2

SENATE BI LL 6392

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stranni gan, Long, West and ke

Read first tinme 01/ 16/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to |icensed overni ght youth shelters; adding a new
section to chapter 74.15 RCW creating a new section; and making an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW _SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |icensed
overni ght youth shelters provide essential services to honel ess youth
and are an inportant part of a larger network of services that protect
the health, welfare, and safety of our state’'s youth. The legislature
further finds nost overnight youth shelters are adm ni stered by private
nonprofit organizations that rely primarily on |local community funds
and volunteer efforts to support their prograns. It can be costly for
many overnight youth shelters to neet the licensing requirenents
established by the departnment of social and health services.
Therefore, the | egislature intends to provide a nom nal anmount of state
financial support in order to assist these shelters in neeting state-
established standards. A small anpbunt of state assistance will enable
i censed overni ght youth shelters to | everage other |ocal and private
funds nore effectively.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent is
authorized to provide grants to |icensed overnight youth shelters for
the purpose of assisting such shelters in neeting the mninmm
requirenents for receiving a license under this chapter. The
departnment may provide grants of up to twenty thousand doll ars per year
for each shelter. Only shelters that are currently licensed are
eligible to receive the grants. Funds may be used for the foll ow ng
purposes, including but not limted to: Addi tional staff, food,
facility mai ntenance, or beds, provided that these costs are necessary
to neet the licensing and facility standards adopted by the departnent
of social and health services. For purposes of this section,
"overnight youth shelter” nmeans a licensed facility operated by a
nonprofit agency that provides overnight shelter to a honeless or
runaway youth because of fam |y problens or dysfunctions.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 3. The sum of one hundred twenty thousand
doll ars general fund-state is a appropriated for fiscal year 1999 to
t he departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent solely for
the purpose of providing grants to overnight youth shelters that are
|icensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW The grant program shall
conformwith the requirenents in section 2 of this act.

~-- END ---
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