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SENATE BI LL 6378

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Horn, Haugen, McCaslin and T. Shel don

Read first tine 01/16/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to adoption by reference of codes by the state
buil ding code council that constitute the state building code; and
anmendi ng RCW 19. 27. 031 and 19. 27. 074.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.27.031 and 1995 ¢ 343 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except as otherwi se provided in this chapter, there shall be in
effect in all counties and cities the state buil di ng code, which shal
consist of the following codes ((whieh—are—hereby —adopted—by
reference)):

(1) ((Ysrferm) A building code ((and—bnriferm—Buiding—Code
Standards)), published by ((t+hetnternational—Conference—of—Butlding

OH+etals)) a nationally recogni zed code organi zati on;

(2) ((Ynarfoerm) A nechanical code, including ((CGhapter—313)) fue
gas pi pi ng, ((Appendix—bB;-)) published by ((thetnternational—Conference

of—Bui-ding—OHieials)) a nationally recogni zed code organi zati on;

(3) ((Fhe—htferw)) A fire code ((and—Unfoerm—Fire—Code
Standards)), published by ((thetnternat+onal—FireCodetnstitute)) a
nationally recogni zed code or gani zati on: PROVI DED, That ,
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notw t hstanding any wording in this code, participants in religious
cerenoni es shall not be precluded from carrying hand-hel d candl es;

(4) Except as provided in RCW19. 27. 170, ((t+heUniferw)) a pl unbing
code ((and—Uniform—Plunbing—Code—Standards)), published by ((the

Ht-ernat+enal—Assectat+en—ef—Plurbing—and—Meehanteal—OHetals)) a
nationally recogni zed code organi zation: PROVIDED, That ((ehapters—211

and—212)) any provisions of such code affecting sewers or fuel gas
pi pi ng are not adopted; and

(5) The rules and regul ati ons adopted by the council establishing
standards for making buildings and facilities accessible to and usabl e
by the physically handi capped or elderly persons as provided in RCW
70.92.100 through 70.92. 160.

In case of conflict anong the codes enunerated in subsections (1),
(2), (3), and (4) of this section, the first naned code shall govern
over those follow ng.

The codes enunerated in this section shall be adopted by the
council as provided in RCW19. 27.074.

The council may issue opinions relating to the codes at the request
of a local official charged with the duty to enforce the enunerated
codes.

Sec. 2. RCW19.27.074 and 1989 c 266 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The state building code council shall:

(a) Adopt and maintain the codes to which reference is made in RCW
19. 27.031, and appropriate standards, in a status which is consistent
wth the state’s interest as set forth in RCW 19.27.020. I n
mai ntai ning these codes, the council shall regularly and publicly
revi ew updated versions of ((t+he—eceodes—referredto+nROW1I9-274031))
nationally recogni zed code publications and ot her pertinent information
and shall anend the codes as deened appropriate by the council;

(b) Approve or deny all county or city anmendnents to any code
referred to in RCW 19.27.031 to the degree the anendnents apply to
single famly or multifamly residential buildings;

(c) As required by the legislature, devel op and adopt any codes
relating to buildings; and

(d) Propose a budget for the operation of the state buil ding code
council to be submtted to the office of financial managenent pursuant
to RCW 43. 88. 090.
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(2) The state building code council nay:

(a) Appoint technical advisory comm ttees which may i ncl ude nenbers
of the council;

(b) Enpl oy permanent and tenporary staff and contract for services;
and

(c) Conduct research into matters relating to any code or codes
referred to in RCW19.27.031 or any related matter.

Al meetings of the state building code council shall be open to
t he public under the open public neetings act, chapter 42.30 RCW Al l
actions of the state building code council which adopt or anend any
code of state-wide applicability shall be pursuant to the
adm ni strative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW

All council decisions relating to the codes enunerated in RCW
19. 27.031 shall require approval by at |least a majority of the nenbers
of the council.

Al'l decisions to adopt or anend codes of state-w de application
shal | be nmade prior to Decenber 1 of any year and shall not take effect
before the end of the regular |egislative session in the next year.

~-- END ---
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