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SENATE BI LL 6317

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Zarelli and Stevens

Read first tine 01/ 15/98. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Rel ating to adverse possession; anending RCW 4. 16. 020 and
7.28.010; adding a new section to chapter 4.16 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to abolish the
comon | aw doctrine of adverse possession but to retain that doctrine
as it existed before the effective date of this act, |limted to
situations in which all requirenents for altering the owership of real
property under the doctrine had been net before the effective date of
this act.

Sec. 2. RCW4.16.020 and 1994 c 189 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The period prescribed for the conmmencenent of actions shall be as
fol | ows:

Wthin ten years:
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2y)) For an action upon a judgnent or decree of any court of the
United States, or of any state or territory within the United States,
or of any territory or possession of the United States outside the
boundaries thereof, or of any extraterritorial court of the United
States, unless the ten-year period is extended in accordance with RCW
6.17.020(3).

((63))) (2) O the eighteenth birthday of the youngest child naned
in the order for whom support is ordered for an action to coll ect past
due child support that has accrued under an order entered after July
23, 1989, by any of the above-naned courts or that has accrued under an
adm nistrative order as defined in RCW 74. 20A. 020(6), which is issued
after July 23, 1989.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 4.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided under subsection (2) of this section,
actions to recover real property may be naintained at any tine.

(2) A person who net the conditions necessary to obtain ownership
of real property under the common | aw doctrine of adverse possession,
as that doctrine existed under RCW 4. 16. 020 before the effective date
of this act, may nmaintain an action to quiet title followng the
procedures, conditions, and restrictions as they existed before the
effective date of this act.

Sec. 4. RCW7.28.010 and 1911 ¢ 83 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol |l ows:

Any person having a valid subsisting interest in real property, and
a right to the possession thereof, may recover the sane by action in
the superior court of the proper county, to be brought against the
tenant in possession; if there is no such tenant, then against the
person claimng the title or sonme interest therein, and may have
judgment in such action quieting or renoving a cloud fromplaintiff’'s

title((: an action to quiet title may be hrought by the known heirs of
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