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SENATE BI LL 6288

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators T. Shel don, Roach, Jacobsen, Swecker, Rasnussen, Stevens,
Bent on and Anderson

Read first tine 01/ 15/98. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of fish and wildlife regional
advi sory councils; adding new sections to chapter 77.04 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
0

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The | egislature acknow edges the chal |l enge
facing fish and wldlife commssion nenbers as these part-tine
conmmi ssioners strive to understand all of the different fish and
wldlife issues around the state. Wthin each region of the state
there are people with an understanding of the fish and wildlife issues
inthat region and with a willingness to share their tinme and expertise
to assist the conmssion in the sound managenent of the state’'s fish
and wildlife resources. The legislature finds that the creation of
regi onal advisory councils will allowthe conm ssion to take advant age
of this local expertise and wll provide an efficient way for the
comm ssion to better understand the effects of fish and wildlife policy
proposals on different regions of the state.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) A fish and wldlife regional advisory council shall be
established in each adm nistrative region of the departnent.

(2) Each regional advisory council shall be conprised of seven
menbers who are residents of the regi on and who are know edgeabl e about
fish and wildlife issues in that region.

(3) To select regional advisory council nenbers, the county
| egi sl ative authority in each county within the adm nistrative region
shall designate one person as the county’s representative on a
selection commttee for the region. |If a county is in nore than one
adm ni strative region, the county shall choose one region in which to
participate. The selection commttee shall solicit qualified nom nees
for the regional advisory council for that region from either (a)
organi zed groups representing sportfishers, comercial fishers,
hunters, private |andowners, and environnentalists, or (b) organized
groups representing a mx of interests nore tailored to fish and
wildlife interests in that particular region as determ ned by the
selection commttee, provided that the conm ssion has approved the
alternative list of interests prior to the selection conmttee’s
solicitation of nom nations. The selection commttee shall consider
the nom nees submtted and shall select a regional advisory counci
representing a balance of interests in the region. The sel ection
commttee shall submt its chosen panel to the respective county
| egi sl ative authorities for confirmation.

(4) Four of the initial menbers of each regional advisory counci
shal | serve two-year terns, and three shall serve four-year terns. The
selection commttees shall determne which initial nenbers serve two-
year and four-year ternms. Thereafter each nenber shall serve a four-
year term After a person has served a four-year term four years nust
el apse before that person is eligible to serve another term

(5) Regional advisory council nmenbers shall not be conpensated but
are eligible to receive rei nbursenent for travel expenses in accordance
with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03. 060. Menbers nay decline to receive
rei mbursenent for travel expenses.

(6) The chair of an advisory council nmay renove a nenber fromthat
council if the nenber has m ssed three consecutive neetings wthout
havi ng the absence excused in advance by the chair.

(7) The county legislative authorities in a region may reconvene a
selection commttee to fill a vacancy on an advisory council. The
person selected to fill the vacancy shall serve the unexpired term
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(8) Each regional advisory council shall select fromits nenbers a
chair and a vice-chair. A mgjority of nenbers constitutes a quorum
Regi onal advisory councils shall conduct open public neetings in
accordance with chapter 42.30 RCW Each council shall determ ne
nmeeting tines, neeting places, and other procedural matters necessary
to fulfill its duties.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 77.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The fish and wildlife regional advisory councils have the
follow ng duties and responsibilities:

(a) When the comm ssion is considering proposals to set hunting or
fishing seasons, bag limts, or other policy proposals that would
affect fish and wildlife resources in the adm nistrative region, or any
general policy that would apply state-wde, the conm ssion shall
forward these proposals to the regional advisory council wth enough
time in advance for each council to solicit input on the proposals from
within the region. The comm ssion shall actively solicit input from
t he regi onal advisory councils on all policy decisions. Each counci
shall solicit testinmony fromthe general public and fromexperts in the
region on the possible inpacts of the policy proposals to the region.
Each council shall al so gather rel evant information on the policies and
vi ews of federal agencies and federally recogni zed Indian tribes in the
region. Each council shall synthesize the information collected and
shal |l provide a regional perspective on the policy proposals to the

comm ssi on. A regional advisory council may also make specific
recommendations to the comm ssion about the policy proposals.
(b) Each regional advisory council shall keep the comm ssion

informed on fish and wildlife issues energing in or inportant to the
regi on and may nmake recomrendati ons to the comm ssion on policies that
t he advi sory council believes the comm ssion shoul d consi der.

(c) Oher duties as agreed to by the conm ssion and the regiona
advi sory council s.

(2) The comm ssion, before taking any formal action, shall consider
any input from and recomendations made by the regional advisory
councils. |If the conm ssion rejects a specific recomendati on made by
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1 a regional advisory council, the conmm ssion shall provide a witten
2 explanation for the rejection to the council.

~-- END ---
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