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S-4388. 1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6282

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Comm ttee on Natural Resources & Parks (originally sponsored
by Senators Swecker, Oke and Schow)

Read first tinme 01/30/98.

AN ACT Relating to federally listed threatened and endangered
speci es; creating new sections; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and decl ares that:

(1) The state of Washington will be required to make significant
expenditures in order to conply wth recovery plans for federally
listed threatened and endanger ed speci es. These expenditures shoul d be
prioritized in order to assure funding of projects that have the
greatest potential for inproving the recovery of the threatened or
endangered species. In addition, the state antici pates federal funds
to assist in endangered species recovery and the adm nistration and
oversight for the expenditure of these federal funds is also critical
to the success of recovery plans;

(2) Cost sharing, or matching grants, between the state, federal
government, Indian tribes, |ocal governnments, and private individuals
presents numerous opportunities. Adm ni stration of cost sharing
requires active managenent to assure that prograns are accountabl e,
efficient, and fairly allocated;
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(3) Once funds have been allocated to endangered species recovery
efforts it is inperative that projects be nonitored to assess the

successes and failures of each project. Only through continuous
evaluation can the status of recovery efforts be understood and
i npr oved. The funding of future projects is best evaluated by

under st andi ng the successes and failures of projects that have gone
before; and

(4) The | arge magni tude of recovery efforts for endangered species
necessitates the need for pilot projects in order to assess new and
untried approaches with uni que species in diverse environnents. Only
through the enpirical testing of new approaches can the response of
bi ol ogi ¢ systens be quantified.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A salnon restoration funding task force is
created. The task force shall consist of one representative each from
t he departnment of fish and wildlife, the department of transportation,
the departnment of ecol ogy, the department of natural resources, the
departnment of comunity, trade, and economc developnent, the
conservation comm ssion, treaty tribes, cities, counties, a business
or gani zati on, an agricul tural or gani zati on, an envi r onnent al
organi zation, and regional fisheries enhancenent groups. |In addition,
there shall be three representatives of scientific disciplines related
to salnon and steel head recovery, who nmay be selected fromlists of
qualified candidates submtted by the presidents of the state’s
research universities. Al of these representatives shall be appoi nted
by the governor. 1In addition, there shall be four |egislative nenbers,
one appointed from each of the two |argest caucuses in the house of
representatives and in the senate, appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives and the president of the senate, respectively.
The departnment of fish and wildlife shall provide staff to the task
force.

The task force shall devel op recommendations to the | egislature on
a sal non restoration funding process for salnon and trout restoration

proj ects. All aspects of salnon and trout restoration shall be
addressed except for projects that are solely designed to i nprove fish
passage.

The task force shall develop a standard nethodol ogy for decision
maki ng on restoration funding, prioritization of decisions, devel oping
a state-w de data base, and developing a criteria for making project
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applications. In developing funding priorities, the task force shal
consider to what extent acquisition or nonfee sinple strategies, such
as conservation easenents, are either a nore cost-effective neans of
protecting habitat than restoration or are necessary to carry out
restoration projects. The task force shall devel op recomendati ons for
a process to nonitor ongoing projects and eval uate conpl eted proj ects.
In addition, the task force shall devel op procedures for funding and
eval uating pilot projects.

A prelimnary report to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature is due on or before August 1, 1998.

A final report with reconmendations to the appropriate conmttees
of the legislature is due on or before Decenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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