62

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

S-3639.1

SENATE BI LL 6281

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Kline, Thi baudeau, B. Shel don and Fraser

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to a Cascade foothills state park; creating new
sections; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the Cascade foothills state park study act of 1998.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. The legislature finds that the popul ati on of
t he Puget Sound region will grow by nore than one mllion by the year
2010, and that current and new residents wll demand greater
opportunities for outdoor recreation within a reasonabl e di stance from
their hones. Changi ng denographics, healthier and nore active
lifestyles, and i nprovenments in recreation technology will all lead to
growi ng public demand for areas and facilities in which to recreate.
The western sl ope Cascade foothills fromthe i nternational border south
to Thurston county provides a wealth of existing and potential outdoor
recreation areas that are close to the great majority of the urbanized
areas of Puget Sound. Wthin this area are many state | ands, including
state park units, that may provide the nucleus for a state park
conprised of nmultiple units to serve the region and the entire state.
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It is the purpose of this act to direct the Washi ngton state parks
and recreation conmmssion to study the feasibility of creating a
Cascade foothills state park, and nmaking recommendations to the
| egislature to this end.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout sections 4 and 5 of this act unless the context clearly
requires otherw se.

(1) "Cascade foothills" means the area generally conprising the
Cascade range and drai nages |yi ng between five hundred and two t housand
feet above nean sea level, and | ocated within the counties of Watcom
Skagit, Snohom sh, King, Pierce, and Thurston.

(2) "Comm ssion" nmeans the WAshington state parks and recreation
conmi ssi on.

(3) "Counties" includes the counties of Whatcom Skagit, Snohom sh,
Ki ng, Pierce, and Thurston.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The conmm ssion shall review existing and
future recreational needs in the Cascade foothills and the neans by
whi ch a Cascade foothills state park system may neet these needs. To
this end the study shoul d incl ude:

(1) An assessnment of the existing and the twenty-year growth
projection for recreational demand of the population residing within
one-hour driving tinme fromthe Cascade foothills;

(2) An inventory of existing facilities and | ands accessible for
recreational use wthin the Cascade foothills;

(3) A review of existing |ocal, regi onal , state, and
nongover nnental entities providing outdoor recreationfacilitieswthin
t he Cascade foothills and their coordination in neeting public outdoor
recreation demand,

(4) Areview of state lands within the Cascade foothills that my
be managed principally or in part for outdoor recreation uses as a unit
of a Cascade foothills state park, and recommendations for
transitioning to such managenent;

(5) Recommendations for a regional entity to pronote expanded
outdoor recreation opportunities within the Cascade foothills, in
coordination wth an expanded state park system and

(6) Methods to fund local, regional, and state outdoor recreation
prograns and facilities within the Cascade foothills.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) In conducting the study in section 4 of
this act, the comm ssion shall consult wth and seek the assi stance of
t he governi ng bodi es of the counties within the Cascade foothills area.
The comm ssion shall hold its neetings within the Cascade foothills,
whi ch shall be open to the public and provi de maxi mnum opportunity for
public participation.

(2) The report and reconmendati ons shall be provided to the fiscal
and parks commttees of the senate and house of representatives no
| ater than Decenber 15, 1998.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The sumof thirty thousand dollars, or as
much t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund
to the interagency commttee for outdoor recreation for the biennium
endi ng June 30, 1999, for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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