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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6260

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environnent (originally sponsored
by Senators Swecker, Rasnmussen and W nsl ey)

Read first tinme 01/30/98.

AN ACT Relating to |ake managenent districts; anmending RCW
36. 61. 010, 36.61.020, and 36.61.270; and repealing RCW 36.61. 115.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.61.010 and 1987 ¢ 432 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that the environnental, recreational, and
aesthetic values of many of the state’'s |akes are threatened by
eut rophi cati on and other deterioration and that existing governnental
authorities are unable to adequately inprove and maintain the quality
of the state’s | akes.

It is the purpose of this chapter to establish a governnenta
mechani sm by which property owners can enbark on a program of |ake
i nprovenent and mai ntenance for their and the general public’s benefit,
heal th, and welfare. Public property, including state property, shal
be considered the sane as private property in this chapter, except
liens for special assessnents and |liens for rates and charges shall not
extend to public property. Special assessnents or rates and charges
i nposed on public property may not exceed the special assessnents or

rates and charges inposed on adjacent private property. Lake bottom
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property shall not be considered to be benefited, shall not be subject
to special assessnents or rates and charges, and shall not receive
voting rights under this chapter.

Sec. 2. RCW36.61.020 and 1987 ¢ 432 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any county may create |ake nanagenent districts to finance the
i nprovenent and mai nt enance of | akes | ocated within or partially within
t he boundaries of the county. Al or a portion of a |ake and the
adj acent | and areas nay be included within one or nore | ake managenent
districts. More than one | ake, or portions of |akes, and the adjacent
| and areas may be included in a single | ake managenent district. ((A

years—))

Speci al assessnents or rates and charges may be inposed on the
property included within a | ake managenent district to finance | ake
i nprovenent and mai nt enance activities, including: (1) The control or
renmoval of aquatic plants and vegetation; (2) water quality; (3) the
control of water levels; (4) stormwater diversion and treatnent; (5)
agricultural waste control; (6) studying |ake water quality probl ens
and solutions; (7) cleaning and nmaintaining ditches and streans
entering or leaving the lake; and (8) the related admnistrative
engi neering, legal, and operational costs, including the costs of
creating the | ake managenent district.

Speci al assessnents or rates and charges may be i nposed annual ly on
all the land in a | ake managenment district for the duration of the | ake
managenent district without a related issuance of |ake managenent
district bonds or revenue bonds. Speci al assessnents also nay be
i nposed in the manner of special assessnents in a local inprovenent
district with each |andowner being given the choice of paying the
entire special assessnent in one paynent, or to paying installnents,
with | ake managenent district bonds being i ssued to obtain noneys not
derived by the initial full paynent of the special assessnents, and the
install nents covering all of the costs related to issuing, selling, and
redeem ng the | ake managenent district bonds.

Sec. 3. RCW36.61.270 and 1987 ¢ 432 s 11 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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Whenever rates and charges are to be inposed in a | ake managenent
district or whenever a previously approved schedule of rates and
charges is to be adjusted, the county legislative authority shal
prepare a roll of rates and charges that includes those matters
required to be included in a special assessnent roll and shall hold a
public hearing on the proposed roll of rates and charges as provided
under RCW 36.61. 120 through 36.61.150 for a special assessnment roll.
The county legislative authority shall have full jurisdiction and
authority to fix, alter, regulate, and control the rates and charges
i nposed by a | ake nmanagenent district and may classify the rates or
charges by any reasonable factor or factors, including benefit, use,
front footage, acreage, the extent of inprovenents on the property, the
type of inprovenments on the property, uses to which the property is
put, service to be provided, and any other reasonable factor or
factors. The flexibility to establish rates and charges includes the
authority to reduce rates and charges on property owned by | ow i ncone
persons.

Except as provided in this section, the collection of rates and
charges, lien status of wunpaid rates and charges, and nethod of
forecl osing on such liens shall be subject to the provisions of chapter
36.94 RCW Public property, including state property, shall be subject
to the rates and charges to the sane extent that private property is
subject to them except that |liens may not be forecl osed on the public
property, and the procedure for inposing such rates and charges on
state property shall conformw th the procedure provided for in chapter
79.44 RCW concerning the inposition of special assessnents upon state
property. The total anount of rates and charges cannot exceed the cost
of | ake inprovenent or naintenance activities proposed to be financed
by such rates and charges, as specified in the resolution of intention.
Revenue bonds excl usively payable from the rates and charges my be
i ssued by the county under chapter 39.46 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. RCW 36. 61. 115 and 1987 ¢ 432 s 9 are each
r epeal ed.

~-- END ---
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