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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6255

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environnent (originally sponsored
by Senator Morton)

Read first tinme 01/30/98.

AN ACT Relating to apiaries; anmending RCW 15.62.010, 15.62.020,
15. 62. 030, 15.62.040, 15.62.070, 15.62.080, 15.62.140, 15.62.300, and
15. 60. 005; adding new sections to chapter 17.24 RCW repealing RCW
15. 60. 007, 15.60.010, 15.60.015, 15.60.020, 15.60.025, 15.60.030,
15. 60. 040, 15.60.042, 15.60.043, 15.60.050, 15.60.100, 15.60.110,
15. 60. 120, 15.60. 140, 15.60.150, 15.60.170, 15.60.230, and 15.60.900;
providing an effective date; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW15.62.010 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) The purpose of this chapter is to ((advance—thepubHec—welfare
and—education—and—te)) provide the apiary industry the opportunity to
establish a honey bee conm ssion; pronote the interest, products,
services, and stabilization of Wshington's honey bee industry;
identify and conduct research on treatnents and nedications to control
bee pests; and performnonregul atory functions and provide information
and services to beekeepers in the state.

(2) The legislature finds that:
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((2)) (&) Increasing the consunption of products of the honey bee
industry and pronoting the use of its services and stabilizing the
honey bee industry within the state and nation is a valid and necessary
exercise of the power of the state to protect the public health, to
provide for the econom c devel opnment of the state, and to pronote the
wel fare of the people of the state;

((£2)) (b) Honey bee industry products produced and services
provided in Washington nmake an inportant contribution to the
agricultural industry of the state of Washington. The busi ness of
researching, marketing, and distributing such products and the
pronotion of its services is in the public interest;

((63))) (c) It is necessary to enhance the reputation of Washi ngton
honey bee industry products and services in donestic and nationa
mar ket s;

(((4r)) (d) It is necessary to pronote and educate the public
regardi ng the val ue of honey bee i ndustry products and services, and to
spread that know edge throughout the state and nation to increase the
awar eness and consunption of honey bee products and the use of honey
bee servi ces;

((65))) (e) State and national markets for Washington honey bee
i ndustry products may benefit from pronotion of honey bee products
t hrough education and adverti sing;

((66)y)) (f) It is necessary to stabilize the Washi ngton honey bee
industry, to enlarge its markets, and increase the consunption of
Washi ngton honey bee industry products and services to assure the
paynment of taxes to the state and its subdivisions, to alleviate
unenpl oynment, and to provide for higher wage scales for agricultural
| abor and mai nt enance of a reasonabl e standard of 1iving;

((A)) (g) Providing information to the public on the manner,
cost, and expense of produci ng, and the care taken to produce and sell,
honey bee industry products and services of the highest quality, the
met hods and care used in their preparation for market, and the nethods
of sale and distribution is in the public interest;

((68y)) (h) It is necessary to protect the public by educating it
on the various benefits of honey bee industry services, the food val ue
of its products, and their industrial and nmedicinal uses.

Sec. 2. RCW15.62.020 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 2 are each anended to read as
foll ows:
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Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter:

(1) "Affected person” neans an apiarist, manufacturer, processor,
first handl er, broker, or volunteer who shall pay to the comm ssion the
m ni mum assessnents required in RCW 15. 62. 140.

(2) "Apiarist" neans any person, firm partnership, association, or
corporation who owns, operates, nmnages, or brokers ((ten)) five or
nmore honey bee (Apis nellifera) colonies in the state or any
( ( velunteer—partietpant—havingtessthanten—coelones)) owner of one to
four colonies in the state of Washington that voluntarily registers
with the departnent.

(3) "Bee colony" neans a natural group of honey bees containing
seven thousand or nore workers and one or nore queens, housed in a man-
made hive with novable franmes, and operated as a beekeeping unit.

(4) "Bee pests" neans mtes, other parasites, or diseases that
cause injury to bees.

(5) "Broker" means any person other than an apiarist who, for a
fee, places or sets twenty-five or nore bee colonies for pollination or
buys and sells one thousand dollars or nore per year of industry
products he or she does not produce or nmanufacture.

((5))) (6) "Comm ssion" neans the Washington state honey bee
i ndustry conm ssion or its authorized agents.

((66))) (7) "Departnent” neans the departnent of agriculture.

((6H)) (8) "Director" nmeans the director of the departnent of
agricul ture.

((8))) (9) "First handler" neans any person in Wshington who
i nports industry products or bee supplies and equi pnent i nto WAshi ngt on
for processing, packing, or sale in the state of WAshi ngton.

((99)) (10) "Industry products" neans queen bees, packaged bees,
and itens which are made by bees including, but not limted to, honey,
pol Il en, bees wax, and propolis and itens manufactured for use in the
honey bee industry as enunerated under "manufacturer” in this section.

((26y)) (11) "Manufacturer™ nmeans any person naki ng bee supplies
and equi pnent such as: Supers (hive boxes), franmes, bees wax
foundati on, snokers, extractors, bee veils, pollen traps, queen rearing
equi pnent, bee cages and packages, queen excluders, and other bee
supplies used in the honey bee industry.

((xH)) (12) "Person" neans any individual, firm partnership, or
corporation engaged in the apiculture industry.
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((22)) (13) "Processor" means any person processing, selling,
mar keting, or distributing bee industry products.

((£3))) (14) "Retail sales" neans those sales nade directly to
consuners whether apiarists, brokers, or persons involved in the
api culture industry, or the public.

Sec. 3. RCW15.62.030 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 3 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

A petition may be filed with the director to conduct a referendum
to forma honey bee comm ssion. A referendumshall be conducted if the
petition contains the nanmes of at |least fifteen percent of the
apiarists registered in accordance wwth RCW 15. 60. 050 or section 9 of
this act during the nost recent registration period and that those
persons represent fifteen percent of the registered hives. The
director shall conduct the referendumby mail.

The Washington state honey bee conm ssion shall be established

tnereases)) if approved by a majority of apiarists registered and if
those apiarists voting in favor represent a mpjority of the registered

hi ves.

Sec. 4. RCW15.62.040 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

The comm ssi on ((shalH—havethefolowngpowers—and—duties)) nay:

(1) ((¥o)) Work with the pesticide nmanagenent program in the
departnent, Washington State University, and others on pesticide
| abeling and reducing the effect of chem cals on pollinating insects;

(2) Provide information to growers, the public, and the nedia on
request ;

(3) Wrk with state and federal agencies to increase access for bee
forage on public lands and provide information to beekeepers on
opportunities to forage bees on public |ands;

(4) Provide information and technical assistance to beekeepers
relating to the control of tracheal and varroa mtes and other bee
pests;

(5) Conduct sem nars and field days to educate and trai n beekeepers
in areas of interest to beekeepers;
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(6) Conduct technical assistance visits to beekeepers’ apiaries
upon request ;

(7) Arrange educational sem nars on queen selection, breeding, and
propagati on;

(8) Identify and fund research projects that wll aid beekeepers in
the control of bee pests or that inprove the viability of the apiary

i ndustry:;
(9) Elect a chairperson and other officers as it deens advi sabl e;

((£2—Fe)) (10) Pronulgate rules ((and—regulatioens)) under the
adm ni strative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW and RCW 15. 04. 200 as
necessary to effectuate the purpose and policies of this chapter;

(((3)—Fe)) (11) Admnister and enforce the provisions of this
chapter and perform all acts and exercise all powers reasonably
necessary to fulfill the purpose thereof;

(((4—Fe)) (12) Enploy and di scharge advertising agents, attorneys
as permtted by the attorney general, agents, and enpl oyees as it deens
necessary, and ((t+e)) prescribe their duties and powers and fix their
conpensati on;

((5)y—Fe)) (13) Establish offices, hire enployees who shall be
exenpt from chapter 41.06 RCW incur expenses which shall not exceed
revenues, enter into contracts, and create such liabilities as are
reasonabl e and proper for the adm nistration of this chapter;

((6)—Fe)) (14) Investigate and refer violations of this chapter to
| ocal prosecuting attorneys or special prosecutors appointed by the
commi ssion and the |ocal prosecuting attorney;

((H—7Fe)) (15) Contract for scientific research designed to
i nprove production, pollination, managenent, quality, processing, and
distribution and ((t+e)) develop and di scover uses for products of the
honey bee industry;

((8)y—Fe)) (16) Make in its name advertising contracts and ot her
agreenents necessary to pronote the industry and bee products and
services in state, national, and foreign nmarkets;

((9>—Fe)) (17) Keep accurate records of all conm ssion dealings,
whi ch shall be open to public inspection and audit by authorized state
agenci es;

((x6)—Fe)) (18) Contract for research to develop nore efficient
met hods of pronoting the honey bee industry and its products and
servi ces;
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(((xH)—Fe)) (19) Devel op and conduct educational prograns for the
benefit of industry and ((+e)) informthe public regardi ng Washi ngton’s
honey bee industry;

(((x2—Fe)) (20) Enter into contracts and agreenents for purposes
consistent wwth this chapter;

(((3)—Fe)) (21) Publish at Ileast an annual report of its
activities and financial status subject to audit by the state auditor;

((4)—TFe)) (22) Establish an operating nonetary reserve and carry
over to subsequent fiscal periods any excess funds in the reserve:
PROVI DED, That the reserve funds shall not exceed one fiscal period s
budget. The reserve funds shall only be used to defray any expenses
aut hori zed under this chapter;

((E5)—7Fe)) (23) Audit any affected person’s records as descri bed
in RCW 15. 62. 200; and

((x6)—Fe)) (24) Consider the assessnent of honey or manufactured
bee supplies produced or sold in Washi ngton. Assessnents shall only be
| evied after a referendumis conducted and approved by a majority vote,
as set forth in RCW15.62.140(4), of persons engaged in the honey bee
i ndustry of Washi ngt on.

Sec. 5. RCW15.62.070 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 6 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) The regular terns of office of each elected nenber of the
conmm ssion shall be three years, except that the termof office for the
initial nmenbers shall be as foll ows:

(a) Positions for areas one, four, and seven one year.

(b) Positions for areas two, five, and eight - two years.

(c) Positions for areas three, six, and nine - three years.

(d) If filled, position for area eleven - three years.

(2) No elected nenber of the board may serve nore than two full
consecutive three-year terns.

(3) Terns of office shall end on August 31st of the |ast year of
the el ected or appointed term

(4) Any vacancies on the comm ssion shall be filled by a person
nmeeting the qualifications established in ((seetien37+oef—this—aect))
RCW 15. 62. 060 appoi nted by the ot her voting nenbers of the conm ssion.

The appoi ntee shall hold office for the remai nder of the term at which
time an election for that position shall be conducted.
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Sec. 6. RCW15.62.080 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 7 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) Apiarist nenbers of the comm ssion shall be nom nated and
el ected by the apiarists within the district they are to represent in
the year in which a nenber’s termexpires. The candi date receiving the
| argest nunber of votes cast shall be elected. The election shall be
by secret nmail ballot and shall be conducted by the director, who shal
be reinbursed for actual expenses of conducting the election by the
conmi ssi on.

(2) The director shall provide forns for the nom nation of
candi dates to each affected person. The nom nation formshall provide
for the nanme of the person being nom nated and the nanes of five
persons supporting the nom nation.

(3) The persons nomnating the candidate shall affirm that the
candi date neets the qualifications and is wlling to serve by signing
the nom nation form

(4) The nom nation forns shall be returned to the director by June
30th of the election year, and the director shall not accept any
nom nation postmarked | ater than m dni ght of that date.

(5 In the event no nomnation is submtted for a position, the
director shall nom nate at | east two, but no nore than three, qualified
persons and place their names on the election ballot as nom nees. Any
qualified person may be elected by wite-in ballot, even though his or
her nanme was not placed in nom nation.

(6) Ballots for electing comm ssion nenbers shall be mail ed by the
director to all apiarists and brokers in areas where elections are to
be held no later than July 15st. Ballots, to be valid, shall be
returned to the director postmarked no later than July 31st. Elected
persons shall take office effective Septenber 1st of the year elected
except, if a referendumis approved before Decenber 31, 1998, initial
el ections shall take place within one hundred twenty days ((after—3uby
23—3989)) of the date of approval. |If a referendumis approved before
Decenber 31, 1998, the director has the discretion to set dates for
subm tting nomnations, and mailing out and returning ballots for the
initial election of conm ssion nenbers.

(7) 1f a referendum to establish a conm ssion is approved, the
director has the discretion to call for the inmediate nom nation of
apiarists and to establish the dates for mailing out and returning
ballots for the initial election of conm ssion nenbers.
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Sec. 7. RCW15.62.140 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 14 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The comm ssion shall collect annual assessnents as foll ows:

(a) ((Fwenty—++ve)) Up to fifty cents as established by the
conm ssion for each colony operated by an apiarist or broker in
Washington at any tinme in a calendar year. Each colony shall be
assessed only once per calendar year. There shall be a mninmm
assessnment of ten dollars.

(b) The sale of a business enterprise by an apiarist or broker
shal | not be assessed.

The provisions of this subsection (1) are effective only if the
referendumrequired by RCW15. 62. 030 on the creation of the conm ssion
i s adopt ed.

(2) Subject to approval by referendum the comm ssion shall have
the power and duty to increase the amount of the assessnents as
necessary to fulfill the purposes of this chapter.

(3) In determning the necessity for an assessnent increase, the
comm ssi on shall consi der

(a) The ((purpese)) priorities of the comm ssion;

(b) The extent and probable cost of required research, pronotion,
and adverti sing;

(c) The extent of ((public—conveniencer)) interest((y)) by
beekeepers and necessity of additional programactivities; and

(d) The expected revenue fromthe increased assessnent.

(4) The increase in assessnment shall not becone effective unti
approved by a majority of the affected persons voting in a referendum
conducted by the comm ssion. The referendum nust be approved by:

(a) Either fifty-one percent of the apiarists and brokers
representing sixty-six percent of the col oni es regi stered i n WAshi ngt on
in the twel ve nonths precedi ng voting; or

(b) Sixty-six percent of the apiarists and brokers representing
fifty-one percent of the colonies registered in Washington in the
twel ve nont hs precedi ng voting; and

(c) Either fifty-one percent of nanufacturers, processors, and
first handl ers representing sixty-six percent of industry products sold
in Washington by its residents; or

(d) Sixty-six percent of manufacturers, processors, and first
handl ers representing fifty-one percent of industry products sold in
Washi ngton by its residents.
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Sec. 8. RCW15.62.300 and 1989 ¢ 5 s 25 are each anended to read
as follows:

In the ((seventh)) fifth year followng the inception of the
comm ssion, a referendum shall be conducted by the departnent ((ef
agreulture)) to determne if the conmssion is still desired by the
beekeepi ng industry in Washington. The comm ssion shall continue if
the director finds that affected apiarists and brokers voting in a
ref erendum conducted as for an assessnent increase in RCW15. 62.140(4)
voted in favor of such continuance, otherwise it shall be term nated or
suspended as in RCW 15. 62. 310.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 17.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The director may establish an apiary advisory commttee including
menbers representing the major segnents of the apiary industry
i ncluding commercial and hobby beekeepers, representatives from the
Washi ngton State University apiary program or cooperative extension,
and receivers of pollination services as deened appropriate. The
advi sory commttee may be established to advise the director on apiary
i ssues, and especially apiary issues that require imedi ate attention
or action.

The apiary advisory commttee shall nmeet at the call of the
di rector. Menbers of the commttee shall serve w thout conpensation
but shall be reinbursed for travel expenses incurred in attending
nmeetings of the commttee and any other official duty approved by the
director, pursuant to RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

The role of the apiary advisory conmttee is to provide input to
the departnent in regards to the admnistration of this chapter,
including the fornmulation of any rules relating to inspection of
api aries, novenent of bees, quarantine neasures, prevention of
i ntroduction of new bee pests as defined in RCW 17.24.007(17), and
survey and control activities.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 17.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each person owning five or nore hives with bees, brokers
renting hives, and beekeepers resident in other states who operate
hi ves i n Washi ngton shall register with the director on or before Apri

p. 9 SSB 6255
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1st each year. Persons owning one to four hives may register with the
director and shall do so by April 1st of each year.

(2) Registration application shall include the nane, address, and
phone nunber of the owner or broker, the nunber of colonies of bees
owned, brokered, or operated in Wshington, and a fifteen-dollar
regi stration fee.

(3) The director shall provide a honey bee comm ssion established
under chapter 15.62 RCWcopies of registration information.

Sec. 11. RCW15.60.005 and 1994 ¢ 178 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:
Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter:
(1) ((“Pepartrent—reansthe-departrentofagrieultureof thestate
ef\ashington-—
2y g " I ¥ ey I :
eul I ¥ , hori I e

3y)) "Apiary" neans a site where hives of bees or hives are kept
or found.

7)) (2) "Bees" neans adult insects, eggs, |arvae, pupae, or other

i mmat ure stages of the species Apis nellifera.
(( " . . . .

i eiald e L ko . f thi

beel . . .
95)) (3) "Colony" refers to a natural group of bees having a queen
or queens.

SSB 6255 p. 10
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set—n—+ule-

25))) (4) "Hive" means a manufactured receptacle or container
prepared for the use of bees, that includes novable franes, conbs, and
substances deposited into the hive by bees.

((£x6))) (5) "Person" means a natural person, individual, firm
partnership, conpany, society, association, corporation or every
of ficer, agent, or enployee of one of these entities.

(27— o ' nite I . I

o I .

p. 11 SSB 6255



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W WWwWwwWwWNNNNNNMNNMNMNNNRERRRRRERLEPRPRPR
O D> WNRF OO O0~NOONWNERO®OOO-NOOOUWAWNIRO

w W
~N O

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. The follow ng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:
(1) RCW 15.60.007 and 1994 c 178 s 2, 1993 ¢c 89 s 2, & 1988 c 4 s

14;

(2) RCW15.60.010 and 1994 ¢ 178 s 3, 1993 ¢ 89 s 3, 1975-'76 2nd
ex.s. ¢ 34 s 16, & 1961 c 11 s 15.60.010;

(3) RCW15.60.015 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 4, 1988 c 4 s 2, 1977 ex.s. c 362
s 2, & 1961 c¢ 11 s 15.60.015;

(4) RCW 15.60.020 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 5, 1988 ¢ 4 s 3, 1975-'76 2nd
ex.s. ¢ 34 s 17, & 1961 c 11 s 15.60.020;

(5) RCW15.60.025 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 6, 1988 c 4 s 4, & 1977 ex.s. C
362 s 8§;

(6) RCW15.60.030 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 7, 1988 c 4 s 5, 1981 c 296 s 7,
1977 ex.s. ¢ 362 s 3, 1965 c 44 s 1, & 1961 c¢ 11 s 15.60. 030;

(7) RCW15.60.040 and 1994 c 178 s 4, 1993 c 89 s 8, 1988 c 4 s 6,
1981 ¢ 296 s 8, 1977 ex.s. c 362 s 4, & 1961 c 11 s 15. 60. 040;

(8) RCW15.60.042 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 9 & 1988 ¢ 4 s 7;

(9) RCW15.60.043 and 1994 ¢ 178 s 5, 1993 ¢ 89 s 10, 1988 c 4 s 8,
1981 ¢ 296 s 9, & 1977 ex.s. ¢ 362 s 9,

(10) RCW 15.60.050 and 1994 ¢ 178 s 6, 1993 c 89 s 11, 1988 c 4 s
9, 1977 ex.s. ¢ 362 s 5, & 1961 c 11 s 15. 60. 050;

(11) RCW15.60.100 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 12, 1988 ¢ 4 s 10, 1981 c 296 s
10, 1977 ex.s. ¢ 362 s 7, & 1961 c 11 s 15.60.100;

(12) RCW15.60.110 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 13, 1988 c 4 s 11, 1977 ex.s. C
362 s 6, & 1961 c 11 s 15.60.110;

(13) RCW 15.60.120 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 14, 1988 c 4 s 12, 1981 c 296 s
11, & 1961 ¢ 11 s 15.60. 120;

(14) RCW 15.60.140 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 15, 1988 ¢ 4 s 13, 1981 c 296 s
12, & 1961 ¢ 11 s 15.60. 140;

(15) RCW15.60.150 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 16, 1981 c 296 s 13, & 1961 c 11
s 15.60. 150;

(16) RCW 15.60. 170 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 17, 1991 ¢ 363 s 15, & 1989 c
354 s 64;

(17) RCW 15.60.230 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 19; and

(18) RCW 15.60.900 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 362 s 11

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. Sections 1 through 6 and 8 of this act are
necessary for the i medi ate preservation of the public peace, health,

SSB 6255 p. 12
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or safety,

or support of the state governnent and its existing public

institutions, and take effect inmmediately.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. Sections 7 and 9 through 12 of this act

take effect January 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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