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SENATE BI LL 6245

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Swecker

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to the enhancenent of riparian habitat adjacent to
cropped or pastured areas; adding a new section to chapter 43.06 RCW
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) An existing federal programis available to states wlling to
make an additional state contribution that will provide incentives to
owners of pasture and crop |land for the protection and enhancenent of
ri pari an areas adjacent to | akes, streans, and rivers in the state;

(b) The activation of this program will aid in the ability to
enhance and restore habitat for fish species that have been or may be
listed under the federal endangered species act and to inprove the
quality and tenperature of water in bodies of water that do not
currently neet water quality standards;

(c) Because there is a limtation on the nunber of acres that my
be enrolled in the federal program on a nation-w de basis, the state
needs to act expeditiously so that the opportunity to obtain the
benefits of the programw ||l not be |ost due to inaction; and
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(d) The conservation reserve state enhancenent program provi des an
array of options to enhance riparian areas including the voluntary
enrol l ment on a | ease basis of riparian | ands by | and owners for ten to
fifteen years and providing cost share for the optional planting of
sui tabl e trees and shrubs and construction of fencing that will restore
and enhance fish habitat, filter sedinents, and provide shading to
i nprove water tenperature conditions.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to authorize the
formulation of a nenorandum of agreenent between the state of
Washi ngton, the United States departnent of agriculture, and the
commodity credit corporation. It is the intent that this program be
avai l able to | andowners on a voluntary basis and al so be available to
| ands | ocated within tribal reservations.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Aconservation reserve state enhancenent
program advisory conmttee is established. The commttee shal
include: Arepresentative appointed by the directors of the depart nment
of agriculture, the departnent of fish and wldlife, the departnent of
ecol ogy, and the state conservation conm ssion; two nenbers of the
senate, one from each of the two |argest caucuses, appointed by the
president of the senate; and two nenbers of the house of
representatives, one fromeach of the two | argest caucuses, appointed
by the speaker of the house of representatives. Additionally, the
governor shall appoint additional nenbers that represent agricultural
organi zati ons, environnental organizations, county governnents, and
tribal governnments. Representatives fromappropriate federal agencies
may be invited by the governor to participate. The advisory conmttee
shall elect a person to serve as chair of the commttee. The governor
shal | make appropriate provisions for staffing the commttee. The
commttee shall hold its first meeting by June 1, 1998.

(2) The purpose of the commttee is to provide comments to the
governor on specific provisions that should be included in the
conservation reserve state enhancenent program and the associated
menor andum of agreenent. The governor nay establish a deadline for the
work of the conmttee to be finished. The governor may enter into a
menor andum of understanding with the appropriate federal agencies to
institute the program The governor is encouraged to consider having
the program adm nistered by existing federal agencies to mnimze
adm ni strative expenses.
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(3) This section expires Decenber 31, 1998.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.06 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The governor may enter into agreenents with the federal governnent
to participate in funding of the conservation reserve state enhancenent
programto a maxi mumof twenty percent of the programis total cost and
may include a conbination of new funding and the redirection of
exi sting appropriations.

~-- END ---
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