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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6235

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conm ttee on Governnent Operations (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Jacobsen and Kohl)

Read first tinme 02/ 06/ 98.

AN ACT Relating to community athletic facilities; and adding a new
chapter to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature recognizes that
coordinated funding efforts are needed to maintain, develop, and
inprove the state’'s community outdoor athletic fields. Rapi d

popul ati on growth and i ncreased urbani zati on have caused a decline in
suitable outdoor fields for community athletic activities and has
resulted in overcrowdi ng and deterioration of existing surfaces. Lack
of adequate comunity outdoor athletic fields directly affects the
health and wel |l -being of all citizens of the state, reduces the state’s
economc viability, and prevents Wshington from maintaining and
achieving the quality of life that it deserves. Therefore, it is the
policy of the state and its agencies to maintain, develop, fund, and
i nprove community outdoor athletic fields.

(2) In carrying out this policy, the legislature intends to
pronote the building of new community outdoor athletic fields and
upgrade existing comunity outdoor athletic fields across Washi ngton
state. The purpose of this chapter is to create an advisory conmttee
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to provide information and advice to the interagency comnmttee for
out door recreation in the distribution of the funds established in the
vot er - approved Seahawk stadium | egislation, section 214, chapter 220,
Laws of 1997, which provides funding projected to be approximtely ten
mllion dollars in fiscal year 1999, and create a grant program that
applies after the programcreated in section 214, chapter 220, Laws of
1997 ceases to receive funds.

(3) Further, after fiscal year 1999, the legislature intends to
carry on a grant program created in this chapter to fund community
outdoor athletic fields.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) A community outdoor athletic fields
advisory commttee is established within the interagency conmttee for
out door recreation. The comm ttee consists of seven nenbers, three
menbers fromthe public at | arge, appointed by the governor, one nenber
from each caucus in the house of representatives, appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives, and one nenber from each
caucus in the senate, appointed by the president of the senate. The
governor nust use his or her best efforts to achieve a bal ance anong
the appointed nenbers of the public at |arge based upon factors of
geographic, racial, ethnic, and gender diversity, and with a sense and
awar eness of comunity outdoor athletic field needs.

(2) The terns of nenbers shall comrence on the date of appoi ntnent
and shall be for three years, or until a successor is appointed, except
in the case of appointnents to fill vacancies, which shall be for the
remai nder of the unexpired term However, the first nmenbers shall be
appointed for terns as follows: One nenber of the public at |arge for
one year; two nenbers of the public at large for two years; one nenber
of the house of representatives for one year; one nenber fromthe house
of representatives for two years; one nenber of the senate for two
years; and one nenber of the senate for three years. The governor
shal | appoint one of the nenbers fromthe public at large to serve as
chair of the council for the duration of the nenber’'s term

(3) Menbers from the public at large shall be conpensated in
accordance with RCW 43.03.240 and shall be entitled to reinbursenent
individually for travel expenses incurred in performance of their
duties as nenbers of the council in accordance with RCW 43.03. 050 and
43. 03. 060.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The community outdoor athletic fields
advisory commttee has the follow ng duties:

(1) To prepare and update a strategic plan for the devel opnent,
mai nt enance, and inprovenent of conmunity outdoor athletic fields in
the state. The plan nust be prepared in coordination with the office
of the governor and the office of financial nanagenent, wth
participation of federal, state, and |ocal agencies having conmunity
outdoor athletic responsibilities, wuser groups, private sector
interests, and the general public. The advisory commttee shall submt
the plan and its policy recomendations to the governor. The pl an
shall include, but is not limted to:

(a) An inventory of current comunity outdoor athletic fields;

(b) A forecast of demand for these fields;

(c) An identification and anal ysis of actual and potential funding
sour ces;

(d) A process for broad scale information gathering;

(e) An assessnent of the capabilities and constraints, both
internal and external to state governnent, that affect the ability of
the state to achieve the goals of the plan;

(f) An anal ysis of strategic options and deci sions available to the
st at e;

(g) An inplenentation strategy that is coordinated with executive
policy and budget priorities; and

(h) The el enments necessary to qualify for participation in or the
recei pt of aid fromany federal programfor community outdoor athletic
fields;

(2) Notwi t hstandi ng other provisions of the law, to establish the
eligibility criteria for cities, counties, and qualified nonprofit
organi zations in applying and qualifying for grants from the account
created in section 4 of this act. The commttee shall determ ne the
eligibility requirenents for a qualified nonprofit organization;

(3) To encourage and provide opportunities for interagency and
regi onal coordination and cooperative efforts between public agencies
and between public and private entities involved in the maintenance,
devel opnment, and inprovenent of community outdoor athletic fields;

(4) To appoint technical and other conmttees as nmay be necessary
to carry out the purposes of this chapter; and
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(5 To create and maintain a repository for data, studies,
research, and other information relating to community outdoor athletic
fields inthe state, and to encourage the exchange of this information.

The comunity outdoor athletic fields advisory commttee nmay
provide i nformati on to and advi se the i nteragency commttee for outdoor
recreation on the disbursement of funds governed by section 214,
chapter 220, Laws of 1997

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The community outdoor athletic fields
advisory comm ttee shall nanage a grant program designed to nmaintain,
devel op, fund, and i nprove community outdoor athletic fields. G antees
must match funds provided by the state, including approved in-kind
resources. One percent of each year’s state appropriation contribution
total is dedicated to funding grant marketing pronotion and grant
writing support services, including a grant witer for purposes of this
section. Al grant projects nmust be approved and begun no | ater than
January 1, 2006. The grants shall be awarded on a conpetitive
application process. The community outdoor athletic fields grants may
be wused for acquiring, developing, equipping, nmaintaining, and
i nproving comrunity outdoor athletic fields. To the extent that funds
are available, cities, counties, and qualified nonprofit organizations
must nmeet eligibility criteria as established by the community out door
athletic fields advisory conmttee. Gant funds are not intended for
use ot her than those projects that may be approved as communi ty out door
athletic fields. Grants awarded in any one year need not be
distributed in that year. The director of the interagency commttee
for outdoor recreation my expend up to one and one-hal f percent of the
nmoneys appropriated for this section for adm nistrative purposes.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. There is created the community outdoor
athletic fields account within the state treasury. The account is
subject to allotnent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an
appropriation is not required for expenditures fromthe account. All
recei pts fromappropriati ons made for the purposes of this chapter nust
be deposited into the account. Only the director of the interagency
commttee for outdoor recreation or the director’s designee, or the
community outdoor athletic fields advisory conmttee nmay authorize
expenditures fromthe account. The conmmunity outdoor athletic fields
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grants may be used for acquiring, devel oping, equipping, mnaintaining,
and inproving community outdoor athletic fields.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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