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SENATE BI LL 6198

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fraser, Swecker, Spanel, Haugen and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/13/98. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to fish hatchery operational policy; and adding a
new chapter to Title 75 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The state of Washington has nore, and nore productive, fish
hat cheries than any simlar region in the world.

(2) Over three hundred mllion hatchery sal nonids are produced in
Washi ngton annual | y.

(3) A large and diverse system of tribal and federal fish
hat cheries operate wthin the state.

(4) Hatcheries were built and are now operated to offset
destruction of wld salnonid stocks caused by habitat degradation
overfishing, and other human activities.

(5) Because hatcheries nmust not be operated in a nmanner that
further reduces wild sal nonid stocks, hatchery prograns nmust coordi nate
efforts and alter the operation of specific fish hatcheries to provide
targeted fishery benefits while not adversely affecting wild sal noni ds.

p. 1 SB 6198



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e T
w N R O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

(6) Active managenent of hatchery technology may assist in the
recovery of wild salnmonids and may conplenent habitat restoration
efforts.

(7) Federal listing of sal nonid stocks as threatened and endanger ed
speci es adds urgency to the need for hatchery inprovenents.

(8) It is vital to assess how hatcheries may be utilized in order
to make their operation nore conpatible with threatened and endanger ed
sal noni d recovery.

(9) Fishery benefits generated by hatcheries nust be continued and
i nproved, and comm tnents made to produce hatchery fish in fulfill ment
of treaty Indian fishing rights nust be honored.

(10) A nore active hatchery managenent approach is necessary to
achi eve these goal s.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. As used in this chapter:

(1) "Broodstock" neans those adult sal nonids destined to be the
parents of a particular stock or of a smaller group of fish.

(2) "Captive broodstock” neans sal nonids reared fromthe egg stage
to adulthood in a captive hatchery environnent.

(3) "Critical stock"” nmeans a stock of fish whose production | evels
are so | ow that pernmanent damage to the stock has already occurred or
is likely to occur.

(4) "Depressed stock™ neans a stock of fish whose production is
bel ow expected levels, based on available habitat and natural
variations in survival |evels, but above levels at which pernanent
damage to the stock is likely to occur.

(5) "Disease certification" neans a process in which statistically
val i d bi ol ogi cal sanples are taken froma fish stock for the purpose of
determ ning the presence of disease organi sns.

(6) "Evolutionary significant unit" means fish stocks that are
grouped into one unit, are of simlar genetic identity, and have a hi gh
I'i kelihood of interbreeding.

(7) "Cenetic identity" means the genetic description of a fish
st ock.

(8) "Hatchery production” neans t he spawni ng, i ncubation, hatching,
or rearing of fish in a hatchery or other artificial production
facility, including, but not I|limted to spawning channels, egg
i ncubati on boxes, or net pens.
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(9) "Mass marking" nmeans the conspicuous external marking of a
| ar ge nunber of hatchery-origin salnonids to identify themfor harvest
in a mxed-stock fishery while providing protection to unmarked
salnonids in that fishery.

(10) "M xed stock fishery" nmeans a fishery that catches fish from
nore than one stock.

(11) "Net pen" nmeans a net enclosure within a | ake or marine area
for rearing of sal nonids.

(12) "Renote site incubator” neans an artificial box in a renote
wat ershed site for incubation of fish eggs.

(13) "Sal noni d" neans a nenber of the taxonom c famly Sal noni dae,
whi ch includes all species of salnon, trout, char, whitefish, and
grayling.

(14) "Stock™ means a subunit of a fish species, frequently
delineated by run-timng, river of origin, or other identifier which
di scourages fish fromspawing in a different place at the sane tine or
in the sane place at a different tine.

(15) "Suppl enentation” neans the use of hatchery production to
mai ntain or increase natural production of a stock while maintaining
the stock’s long-termfitness and whil e hol di ng ecol ogi cal and genetic
effects upon the stock within specified biological limts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A hatchery practices advisory commttee is
created and shall consist of the follow ng nenbers:

(1) One person to represent the hatchery programof the departnent
of fish and wldlife to be selected by the fish and wldlife
conmi ssi on;

(2) One person to represent western Washington treaty I ndian tribes
to be selected by the governor;

(3) One person to represent eastern Washington treaty I ndian tribes
to be selected by the governor;

(4) One person to represent the federal governnent to be sel ected
by the governor froma list of candi dates submtted by the secretary of
the interior and the secretary of commerce;

(5) The governor or a person appoi nted by the governor to represent
t he governor;

(6) One person to represent the Northwest power planning council to
be appoi nted by the governor;
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(7) Two people to represent Washi ngton state institutions of higher
education to be appointed by the governor;

(8) One person to represent recreational fishing interests to be
appoi nted by the governor. This person shall not have a financial
interest in the recreational fishing industry;

(9) One person to represent the salnon charter boat industry to be
appoi nted by the governor;

(10) One person to represent the sal non comercial fishing industry
to be appointed by the governor;

(11) On person to represent environmental protection advocates to
be appoi nted by the governor;

(12) One person to represent fish and wildlife cooperative groups
aut hori zed under chapter 75.52 RCWto be appoi nted by the governor;

(13) One person to represent regional fisheries enhancenent groups
aut hori zed under chapter 75.50 RCWto be appoi nted by the governor;

(14) One person to represent the nontreaty Indian tribes of
Washi ngton to be appoi nted by the governor;

(15) The director of the departnent of fish and wildlife or a
representative designated by the director; and

(16) As many nenbers of the fish and wildlife comm ssion as the
conmi ssion nmay choose to designate.

The function of the hatchery practices advisory conmttee is to
recommend to the fish and wildlife conm ssion an operational policy for
the hatchery program of the departnment of fish and wldlife. The
hat chery practices advi sory commttee shall ensure that the operati onal
policy contains the objectives of coordinating the operation of fish
hatcheries with tribal and federal fish hatchery prograns, devel oping
prograns that are nore conpatible wth endangered species act
obj ectives, and continuing and expanding opportunities for fishery
benefits produced by hatchery sal nonids. The operational policy shal
ensure that the extinction of evolutionary significant wunits of
sal noni ds does not occur, that salnonid stocks are not reduced to
critical levels, and that wild or naturally spawni ng sal nonid stocks
are consistently managed to achi eve annual net gains in abundance.

The hatchery practices advisory commttee shall nonitor the
operation of the hatchery division of the departnent of fish and
wldlife to ensure conpliance with the operational policy and shal
report periodically tothe fish and wildlife comm ssion. To obtain the
benefits of scientific expertise, the hatchery practices advisory
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commttee may at its discretion appoint experts in the field of
sal nonid genetics and thus create a sal nonid genetics board.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The hatchery practices advisory commttee
shal | conduct a review of the transplantation of sal nonids to determ ne
if state, tribal, and federal hatchery operations may conply nore
closely with the endangered species act, my reduce the risk of
del eterious stock transfers, may mnimze dissemnation of fish
pat hogens, and may facilitate the recovery of wld sal nonids. The
hatchery practices advisory commttee shall consider policies for
i ncreased genetic testing and di sease certification and shall include
in the hatchery practices operational policy any recomendation for
change in transplantation policy.

The hatchery practices advisory commttee shall review each new
proj ect application for the hatchery production of sal noni ds, including
t he projects proposed by cooperative and regi onal fisheries enhancenent
groups on a case-by-case basis. Each new project application shall be
forwarded to the director of fish and wldlife wth the advisory
commttee’ s recommendation for approval, denial, or nodification.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The hatchery practices advisory commttee
shal | nmake recomendations for the acceptable quantity and genetic
conposition of hatchery salnmonids which will be allowed to spawn
naturally in each evolutionary significant wunit or watershed.
St andards shall be based upon the degree of threat that each hatchery
stock poses to naturally spawning stocks and nay be based upon the
findings of the salnonid genetics board. In cases where hatchery
stocks show excessive straying into natural spawning areas, the
hat chery practices advisory commttee shall make recomendations to
reduce the anmount that hatchery fish are spawning in natural spawning
areas, recommendations which may include technol ogical solutions or
reductions in hatchery production.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Menbers of the hatchery practices advisory
commttee shall be reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.
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1 NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
2 a new chapter in Title 75 RCW

~-- END ---
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