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SENATE BI LL 6185

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Mrton and Rasnussen; by request of Departnent of
Agricul ture

Read first tinme 01/12/98. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to apiaries; anmending RCW 15. 60. 005, 15.60.007
15. 60. 010, 15.60.030, 15.60.050, 15.60.040, 15.60.042, 15.60.043,
15. 60. 150, and 15.60.170; adding new sections to chapter 15.60 RCW
creating a new section; recodifying RCW 15.60.005, 15.60.007
15. 60. 010, 15.60.025, 15.60.015, 15.60.020, 15.60.030, 15.60.140,
15. 60. 050, 15.60.040, 15.60.042, 15.60.043, 15.60.100, 15.60.110,
15. 60. 150, 15.60.170, 15.60.180, 15.60.190, 15.60.210, 15.60.220,
15. 60. 230, and 15.60.900; repealing RCW 15.60.120; and declaring an
enmer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW15.60.005 and 1994 ¢ 178 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:
Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter:
(1) ((“Pepartrent—rreansthe-departrent—eofagrieultureofthestate
ef\ashington-—
2y g " I ¥ : I I :
eul I ¥ , hori I e
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(3)—" Api " . I hi .
found.

4)y)) "Abandoned hive" neans any hive, with or w thout bees, that
evidences a lack of being properly managed in that it has not been
supered in the spring, except nucs, or unsupered in the fall, or is
ot herwi se unmanaged and |eft w thout authorization and unattended on
the property of another person or on public |and.

((65))) (2) "Africanized honey bee" neans any bee of the subspecies
Apis nellifera scutell ata.

(3) "Apiarist" means any person who owns bees or is a keeper of
bees i n Washi ngt on.

(4) "Apiary" nmeans a site where hives of bees or hives are kept or
f ound.

(5) "Apparently free" nmeans no specified bee pest was found during
i nspection of survey activities.

(6) "Beekeeping equi pnent” neans any i nplenments or devices used in
t he mani pul ati on of bees, their brood, or hives in an apiary.

(7) "Bee pests" neans a disease, mte, or other parasite that
causes injury to bees.

(8) "Bees" neans adult insects, eggs, |arvae, pupae, or other
i mmat ure stages of the species Apis nellifera.

((£8))) (9) "Broker" neans a person, other than a sideline or
commerci al beekeeper, engaged in pollinating agricultural crops for a
fee using hives that are owned by another person.

(10) "Certificate" or "certificate of inspection” neans an offici al
docunent certifying conpliance with the requirenents of this chapter
and acconpanying the novenent of inspected bees, bee hives, or
beekeepi ng equi pnent .

((99)) (11) "Col ony" ((refers—to)) neans a natural group of bees
havi ng a queen or queens.

((26y)) (12) "Conpliance agreenment” neans a witten agreenent
bet ween t he departnment and a person engaged i n api cul ture, or handli ng,
selling, or noving of hives or beekeepi ng equi pnent in which the person
agrees to conply with stipulated requirenents.

((2)) (13) "Departnent" nmeans the departnment of agriculture of
the state of WAshi ngton.

(14) "Director"” neans the director of the departnment or the
director’s authorized representative.
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(15) "Di sease" nmeans Anerican foul brood, FEuropean foul brood,
chal kbrood, nosenm, sacbrood, or any other viral, fungal, bacterial or
insect-rel ated di sease affecting bees or their brood.

(16) "Feral colony" neans a colony of bees in a natural cavity or
a manufactured structure not intended for the keeping of bees on
novabl e frames and conb.

£15))) (17) "G ower" nmeans a person _engaged in__producing
agricultural crops, and a user of honey bees for pollination of the
crops..

(18) "H ve" neans a manufactured receptacle or container prepared
for the wuse of bees, that includes novable franmes, conbs, and
subst ances deposited into the hive by bees.

((£26))) (19) "Netting" neans a device nade of fabricated material
and designed and utilized to prevent the escape of bees from beehives
during transit.

(20) "Person" nmeans a natural person, i ndi vi dual firm
partnership, conpany, society, association, corporation, or every
of ficer, agent, or enployee of one of these entities.

((EH—Bee—pests—neans—a—disease,—mte—or—other—parasttethat

o I .

£26))) (21) "Reqgul at ed bee pests" nmeans a di sease of bees for which

maxi nrumallowable limts of infection, or mtes, or other parasites are
set in rule.
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(22) "Substantially free" neans | evel s of specified bee pests found
during inspection or survey activities were wthin established
t ol erances.

((€23)—Afri . u bee" I -y I . .
nellifera scutellata.

(23) "Swarnmi’ nmeans a natural group of bees having a queen or

queens, which is the progeny of a parent colony, without a hive, and
not a feral colony.

Sec. 2. RCW15.60.007 and 1994 ¢ 178 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is created within the departnment of agriculture an
i ndustry apiary program The director shall: Provide regulation and
i nspection services, assure availability of bee <colonies for
pollination, facilitate the interstate novenent of honey bees, pronote
i nproved api cul tural practices, conbat bee pests that pose an econonic
threat to the industry, and, in cooperation with the cooperative
ext ensi on programof WAshington State University, provide education to
pronote the vitality of the apiary industry.

(2) The four segnents of the state’'s apiary industry are as
foll ows:

(a) Hobbyi st beekeepers, who are persons owning |l ess than twenty-
five hives wth bees;

(b) Sideline beekeepers, who are persons owning twenty-five to five
hundred hives wi th bees;

(c) Commercial beekeepers, who are persons owning nore than five
hundred hives with bees; and

(d) Brokers.

Sec. 3. RCW15.60.010 and 1994 c 178 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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An api ary advisory conmttee is established to advise the director
on the adm nistration of this chapter. The apiary advisory commttee
may consist of up to ((eleven)) twelve nenbers.

(1) The commttee shall include six registered api arists, appointed
by the director, and representing the major geographical divisions of
t he beekeeping industry in the state as established in rule. In making
an appointnment, the director shall seek nomnations from ((the))
registered apiarists and beekeepers’ organizations wthin the
geogr aphi ¢ area ((and+romnonatfitiated—aptarists)). Apiarists my
nom nate thensel ves. The director may only appoint apiarists
registered with the departnent for at least two years prior to
appoi nt nent .

(2) The comm ttee shall include one registered broker appointed by
the director.
(3) The commttee shall include the director and a representative

from the Washington State University apiary program or cooperative
ext ensi on.

((63))) (4) The conmittee may include up to three ((representatives
ofrecetvers—ofpolHnationserviees)) grower representatives appoi nt ed

by the director. Each representative shall be a grower or an official
representative of an organization that represents growers.

((4))) (5) The terns of the ((aptartst)) appointed nenbers of the
commttee shall be staggered and the nenbers shall serve a term of
three years and until their successors have been appointed ((and
guat+++ed)). Apiarist and broker nenbers nust be registered with the
departnment throughout their term

In the event a conmmttee nenber resigns, is disqualified, or
vacates a position on the conmttee for any reason, the vacancy shal
be filled by the director under the provisions of this section. The
director may deema conmttee position vacated if the nenber fails to
attend two consecutive neetings of the commttee.

((65))) (6) The commttee shall neet at | east once yearly. It may
also neet at the call of the director or the request of any three
menbers of the conmttee. Menbers of the commttee shall serve w thout
conpensation but shall be reinbursed for travel expenses incurred in
attending neetings of the commttee and any other official duty
aut hori zed by the conm ttee and approved by the director((5)) pursuant

to RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060((;—+F——aptrar+sts—are—charged—a
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regtstratton—+fee—under—REOW-15-60-050,—to—~cover—the—expenses—of—the
eonmttee)).

Sec. 4. RCW 15. 60. 030 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 7 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

May—15th—eaeh—year—)) The director, by rule, nmay require subm ssion of

acertificate of i nspection certifying conpliance with the requirenents
of this chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter prior to the
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shipnent into this state of any packaged bees, queens, hives with or
wi t hout bees, or other used beekeepi ng equi pnent for any purpose.

Sec. 5. RCW15.60.050 and 1994 ¢ 178 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each person owning ((ene)) five or nore hives with bees, brokers
((ef)) renting five or nore hives, and ((beekeepers)) apiarists
resident in other states who operate five or nore hives in
Washi ngton((s)) shall register with the director ((en—er—before)) by
April 1st each year. Persons owning or brokering |l ess than five hives
may register with the director and shall do so by April 1st of each
year.

(1) The registration application shall include the nanme, address,
and phone nunber of the ((ewner)) apiarist or broker, the nunber of
col oni es of bees owned((;—brokered;)) on March 1st of that year and/or
the nunber of colonies to be brokered or operated in Washi ngton that

year, and ((sueh)) a registration fee ((as—+aybepreseribed)) adopted
by the director in rule ((under—subseetion{2)—ofthis—seetion)). The

director shall issue to each resident apiarist registered wth the
departnment an apiarist identification nunber. ( ( Fre—apiarist

(2) Persons not owning or operating hives in Wshington may
register as associate apiarists. The registration application shal
include the nane, address, and phone nunber of the person and a
registration fee prescribed by the director in rule. Associ at e
apiarists may not be nomnated to the apiary advisory conmmttee.

Sec. 6. RCW15.60.040 and 1994 c 178 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

((é&})) There i s hereby established a ((#ee—ea—%he—ase——by—g#ewe#s

Fhis)) pollination service fee ((FS—+H—%h€—&HBHHF)) of f|fty cents for
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each setting of each hive containing a colony that is ((used—-by—the
grewer)) rented to a grower of agricultural crops. The fee shall be
paid to the departnent by the ((grower—ustng—the—serviece—shall—be
coHeeted—by—the—beekeeper)) apiarist or broker providing the

service((, and shall be remtted by the beekeeper to the departnent as

Half of the pollination service fees to be paid is due by July 1st of
each year. The balance is due by October 1st of each year. Apiarists
and brokers not required to register under this chapter are exenpt from
paying this fee.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 7. Each apiarist and broker shall keep accurate
records of the nunber of col onies owned or operated and the nunber of
colonies rented to growers for pollination services during each
cal endar year. The records shall be nmaintained for the two subsequent
years and shall be nade available for audit upon request of the
di rector.

Sec. 8. RCW15.60.042 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

((Aregistered)) An apiarist or other interested party may request
the services of an apiary inspector to provide inspection and
certification services to facilitate the novenent of honey bees, bee
hi ves, or beekeepi ng equi pnent or to provide other requested services.
The director shall prescribe a fee for those services that shall, as
closely as practical, cover the full cost of the services rendered,
including the salaries and expenses of the personnel involved.
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NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 9. To recover the costs of semnars, field
days, or other educational activities provided by the departnent under
this chapter, the director is authorized to charge reasonabl e fees of
t hose persons attending the activities.

Sec. 10. RCW15.60.043 and 1994 c 178 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

((Fre)) (1) Fees for inspection ((fees—registration—fees

" . . : | I I I ded| hi I
shalH—beeoenre)) and certification services and other requested services
are due and payabl e upon billing by the departnment. A |ate charge of
one and one-half percent per nonth shall be assessed on the unpaid
bal ance agai nst persons nore than thirty days in arrears.

(2) Alate fee of fifty percent of the registration fee due shal
be assessed on required registrations received after April 1st.

(3) Alate fee of fifty percent of the pollination service fees due
shal |l be assessed on pollination service fees received after their due
date. In addition, alate charge of one and one-half percent per nonth
shall be assessed on the anmpunt due against persons nore than thirty
days in arrears.

(4) In addition to any other penalties, the director may refuse to
perform an inspection or certification service or any other requested
service provided under this chapter for a person in arrears or who has
failed to pay fees required by this chapter or the rul es adopted under
this chapter unless the person nmakes paynent in full of all noneys due

prior to ((sueh—inspeetion—or——certifiecation)) perform ng the service.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. There is established an industry apiary
program account wthin the agricultural |ocal fund. Al'l  noneys
col |l ected under this chapter shall be deposited in the industry apiary
program account and used to carry out the purposes of this chapter
Moneys al so may be used for funding research projects of benefit to the
apiary industry that the director nmay select upon the advice of the
api ary advisory committee.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 12. The director may receive gifts, grants, and
endownents frompublic or private sources as may be nade fromtine to
time, intrust or otherwi se, for the use and benefit of the purposes of
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this chapter and expend the sane or any inconme therefromaccording to
the terns of the gifts, grants, or endowrents.

Sec. 13. RCW15.60. 150 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 16 are each anended to read
as follows:

It ((shatH—be)) is unlawful for a person to:

(1) WIllfully or maliciously kill honey bees in an apiary, or, for
the purpose of injuring honey bees place any poisonous or sweetened
substance in a place where it is accessible to themwthin this state
except that bees in swarns or feral colonies may be depopul at ed,;

(2) Alter an official certificate or other official inspection
docunent for bees, hives, or beekeeping equipnent covered by this
chapter or to represent a docunent as an official certificate where
such is not the case;

(3) Knowingly inport into the state bees of the subspecies Apis
mellifera scutellata (Africanized honey bees) except as provided in
((REeW-15-66-120)) rule;

(4) Resist, inpede, or hinder the director in the discharge of the
director’s duties and responsibilities under this chapter;

(5) Fail to take pronpt and sufficient action to control regul ated
bee pests in excess of limts set in rule;

(6) Abandon a hive;

(7) Maintain a hive, except for educational purposes, wherein the
conbs or franes are i nmovable or that is so constructed as to i npede or
hi nder inspection;

(8) Provide false, msleading, or erroneous information when
registering as an apiarist or broker or remtting pollination service
f ees.

Sec. 14. RCW15.60.170 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 17 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

£2))) VWhenever the director finds that a person has commtted a

viol ation of any of the provisions of this chapter or any rul e adopted

under this chapter ((and—that—vioelatien—has—net—been—punished—as—a
r-sdereaner—of—gross—m-sdereanor)), the director may inpose and col | ect

SB 6185 p. 10
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a civil penalty not exceedi ng one thousand dollars for each violation.
Each violation shall be a separate and distinct offense. A person who
know ngly, through an act of om ssion or comm Ssion, procures or aids
or abets in the violation shall be considered to have violated this
section and may be subject to the civil penalty.

(2) When a civil penalty is inposed by the director, a person may
request a hearing under chapter 34.05 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. Fees established under chapter 15.60 RCW
may be increased in excess of the fiscal growh factor as provided in
RCW 43. 135. 055 during the year ending Decenber 31, 1998.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. The follow ng sections are codified or
recodified wthin chapter 15.60 RCWin the foll ow ng order:

RCW 15. 60. 005

RCW 15. 60. 007

RCW 15. 60. 010

RCW 15. 60. 025

RCW 15. 60. 015

RCW 15. 60. 020

RCW 15. 60. 030

RCW 15. 60. 140

RCW 15. 60. 050

RCW 15. 60. 040

Section 7 of this act

RCW 15. 60. 042

Section 9 of this act

RCW 15. 60. 043

Section 11 of this act

Section 12 of this act

RCW 15. 60. 100

RCW 15. 60. 110

RCW 15. 60. 150

RCW 15. 60. 170

RCW 15. 60. 180

RCW 15. 60. 190

RCW 15. 60. 210

RCW 15. 60. 220

RCW 15. 60. 230
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1 RCW 15. 60. 900.

2 NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. RCW15.60.120 and 1993 ¢ 89 s 14, 1988 c 4
3 s 12, 1981 c 296 s 11, & 1961 c 11 s 15.60.120 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 18. This act is necessary for the immedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~N o 01 b~

~-- END ---
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