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SENATE BI LL 6157

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Swecker

Read first tine 01/12/98. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to contenpt of court; anmending RCW 7.21.030; and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW7.21.030 and 1989 c 373 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The court may initiate a proceeding to inpose a renedial
sanction on its own notion or on the notion of a person aggrieved by a
contenpt of court in the proceeding to which the contenpt is rel ated.
Except as provided in RCW 7.21.050, the court, after notice and
hearing, may inpose a renedi al sanction authorized by this chapter.

(2) If the court finds that the person has failed or refused to
performan act that is yet wwthin the person’s power to perform the
court may find the person in contenpt of court and i npose one or nore
of the follow ng renedi al sanctions:

(a) Inprisonnment if the contenpt of court is of a type defined in
RCW 7.21.010(1) (b) through (d). The inprisonnent may extend only so
long as it serves a coercive purpose but in no event for nore than a
total of one hundred eighty days for each violation. A person may not
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be i nmprisoned nore than once for the sane or a continuing violation of

a court decree or order.

(b) A forfeiture not to exceed two thousand dollars for each day
the contenpt of court continues.

(c) An order designed to ensure conpliance with a prior order of
the court.

(d) Any ot her renedial sanction other than the sanctions specified
in (a) through (c) of this subsection if the court expressly finds that
t hose sanctions woul d be i neffectual to term nate a conti nui ng cont enpt
of court.

(3) The court may, in addition to the renedi al sanctions set forth
in subsection (2) of this section, order a person found in contenpt of
court to pay a party for any |losses suffered by the party as a result
of the contenpt and any costs incurred in connection with the contenpt
proceedi ng, including reasonable attorney’s fees.

~-- END ---
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