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SENATE BI LL 6149

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Swecker

Read first tine 01/12/98. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to the regional fisheries enhancenent group
advi sory board; and anendi ng RCW 75. 50. 115.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW75.50.115 and 1995 ¢ 367 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The regional fisheries enhancenent group advisory board shall:

(a) Assess the training and technical assistance needs of the
regi onal fisheries enhancenent groups;

(b) Develop a training and technical assistance services plan in
order to provide tinely, topical technical assistance and training
services to regional fisheries enhancenent groups. The plan shall be
provided to the director and to the senate and house of representatives
natural resources conmttees no later than Cctober 1, 1995, and shal
be updated not | ess than every year. The advisory board shall provide
anpl e opportunity for the public and interested parties to participate

in the devel opnent of the plan. The plan shall include but is not
limted to:

(1) Establishment of an information clearinghouse service that is
readily available to regional fisheries enhancenment groups. The
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i nformation cl eari nghouse shall collect, collate, and make avail able a
broad range of information on subjects that affect the devel opnent,
i npl enentation, and operation of diverse fisheries and habitat
enhancenent projects. The information clearinghouse service my
i ncl ude periodical news and informational bulletins;

(1i) An ongoing program in order to provide direct, on-site
techni cal assistance and services to regional fisheries enhancenent
groups. The advi sory board shall assist regional fisheries enhancenent
groups in soliciting federal, state, and l|ocal agencies, tribal
governnments, institutions of higher education, and private business for
t he purpose of providing technical assistance and services to regional
fisheries enhancenent group projects; and

(ti1) A cost estimate for inplenenting the plan;

(c) Propose a budget to the director for operation of the advisory
board and i nplenmentation of the technical assistance plan;

(d) Make recomendations to the director regarding regional
enhancenment group project proposals and fundi ng of those proposal s; and

(e) Establish criteria for the redistribution of unspent project
funds for any regi onal enhancenent group that has a year endi ng bal ance
exceedi ng one hundred t housand dol | ars.

(2) The regional fisheries enhancenent group advi sory board nay:

(a) Facilitate resolution of disputes between regional fisheries
enhancenent groups and the departnent;

(b) Pronote community and governmental partnerships that enhance
t he sal non resource and habitat;

(c) Pronote environnental ethics and watershed stewardship;

(d) Advocate for watershed managenent and restoration

(e) Coordinate regional fisheries enhancenent group wor kshops and
trai ni ng;

(f) Monitor and eval uate regional fisheries enhancenent projects;

(g) Provide guidance to regional fisheries enhancenent groups; and

(h) Devel op recommendations to the director to address identified
i npedi ments to the success of regional fisheries enhancenent groups.

(3)(a) The regional fisheries enhancenent group advisory board
shal | devel op recomnmendations for limtations on the anmount of overhead

that a reqgional fisheries enhancenment group may charge fromeach of the

follow ng cateqgories of funding provided to the group:

(i) Federal funds;
(ii) State funds;
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(iii) Local funds:; and
(iv) Private donations.

(b) The advisory board shall devel op recomendations for
limtations on the nunmber and salary of paid enployees that are
enpl oyed by a regional fisheries enhancenment group. The regqiona

fisheries enhancenent group advi sory board shall adhere to the foundi ng

principles for reqional groups that enphasize the vol unteer nature of

the groups, maxin zation of field-related fishery resource benefits,

and m nim zation of overhead.

(c) The advisory board shall eval uate and make recommendati ons for
the limtation or elimnation of comni ssions, finders fees, or other

rei nbursenents to regional fisheries enhancenent group enpl oyees.

(d) The reqgional fisheries enhancenent qgroup advisory board shal
report to the appropriate | egislative conmttees by January 1, 1999, on

the board recommendations for overhead limtations, paid enmployee

limtations, and commission limtations for regqgional fisheries

enhancenent gr oups.

--- END ---
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