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S-3418. 2

SENATE BI LL 6137

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators ke, Goings, Rasmussen, Franklin and Fraser

Read first tine 01/12/98. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to possession of tobacco by m nors; anmending RCW
70.155.080; creating a new section; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the protection of
adol escents’ health requires a strong set of conprehensive health and
| aw enforcenent interventions. W know that youth are deterred from
using alcohol in public because of existing |aws making possession
illegal. However, while the purchase of tobacco by youth is clearly
prohi bited, the possession of tobacco is not. It is the legislature’s
intent that youth hear consistent nessages from public entities,
i ncl udi ng | aw enf or cenent, about public oppositiontotheir illegal use
of tobacco products.

The |l egislature finds that the public sector nmust find additional
ways to decrease acceptability of cigarette and tobacco product
possessi on by adol escents and send a clear nessage to youth that the
public is not conplacent about its use by youth. Gting youth for
t obacco possession establishes a social norm that tobacco is not
accept abl e behavior. Aggressive possession |laws with an educati onal
alternative to fines send a nmessage to youths that society actually
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does care about themand their health. Wen youth flagrantly di sobey
the | aw and recei ve no consequences, they |ose respect for the | aw and
| aw enf orcenent.

The legislature finds that the use of cigarettes and tobacco
products by adol escents is harnful to their health and because of the
hi ghly addictive nature of tobacco-delivered nicotine, may lead to
life-long health problens. Tobacco has an immediate effect on the
body: Rapi d heartbeat; increased pulse rate; shortness of breath;
reduced circul ation; increased coughi ng and wheezi ng; allergy fl are-up;
and nore colds, flu, and pneunoni a.

Tobacco use in adol escence is associated with a range of health-
conprom si ng behaviors including being involved in fights, carrying
weapons, engagi ng i n higher-risk sexual behavi or, and using al cohol and
ot her drugs. Youth who snoke are fourteen tines nore likely to abuse
al cohol , one hundred tines nore likely to use marijuana, and thirty-two
times nore likely to use cocaine. The statistics showthat nearly al
new snokers in Washington are children or adol escents. Ei ghty-ni ne
percent of adult snokers begin snoking before age eighteen. The
average teenage snoker starts at age fourteen and becones a regul ar
snoker by age eighteen. Each day, in Anerica, three thousand young
peopl e becone snokers; nearly one-third will eventually die because of
their addiction.

Sec. 2. RCW70.155.080 and 1993 ¢ 507 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A person under the age of ei ghteen who purchases or attenpts to
purchase, possesses or attenpts to possess, or obtains or attenpts to
obtain cigarettes or tobacco products commts a class 3 civil
infraction under chapter 7.80 RCWand is subject to a fine as set out
in chapter 7.80 RCW ((e+)) and participation in up to four hours of
community service. The court may also require participation in a
snoki ng cessation progranm (;—erbeth)). This provision does not apply
if a person under the age of eighteen, with parental authorization, is
participating in a controlled purchase as part of a liquor contro
board, |aw enforcenent, or |ocal health departnment activity.
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1 (2) Muni ci pal and district courts wthin the state have

2 jurisdiction for enforcenent of this section. Al fines collected

3 under this section shall be retained by the court of jurisdiction.

--- END ---
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