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SENATE BI LL 6111

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Fairley

Read first time 04/26/97. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

AN ACT Rel ating to the prohibition of engaging in the practice of
chiropractic and spinal nmanipulation; anmending RCW 18.74.010 and
18. 74. 035; and repeali ng RCW 18. 74. 085.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.74.010 and 1991 ¢ 12 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context otherwise requires, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Board" neans the board of physical therapy created by RCW
18. 74. 020.

(2) "Departnment” means the departnent of health.

(3) "Physical therapy" nmeans the treatnent of any bodily or nental
condi tion of any person by the use of the physical, chem cal, and ot her
properties of heat, cold, air, light, water, electricity, sound,
massage, and therapeutic exercise, which includes posture and
rehabilitation procedures; the performance of tests and neasurenents of
neuronuscul ar function as an aid to the diagnosis or treatnent of any
human condition; performance of treatnents on the basis of test
findings after consultation with and periodic review by an authori zed
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health care practitioner except as provided in RCW 18.74.012;
supervision of selective fornms of treatnent by trained supportive
personnel; and provision of consultative services for health,
education, and community agencies. The use of Roentgen rays and radi um
for diagnostic and t herapeutic purposes((;)) and the use of electricity

for surgical purposes, including cauterization, ((anrdtheuseof—sptnal

Hediate—artieulatioens,)) are not included under the term "physical
t herapy"” as used in this chapter.

(4) "Physical therapist” means a person who practices physica
therapy as defined in this chapter but does not include nassage
operators as defined in RCW 18. 108. 010.

(5) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health.

(6) Words inporting the mascul i ne gender may be applied to fenal es.

(7) "Authorized health care practitioner” means and includes
i censed physi ci ans, ost eopat hi ¢ physi ci ans, chiropractors,
nat ur opat hs, ((pediat+ists)) podiatric physicians and surgeons, and
dentists: PROVI DED, HOAEVER, That not hing herein shall be construed as
altering the scope of practice of such practitioners as defined in
their respective licensure | aws.

Sec. 2. RCW18.74.035 and 1995 ¢ 198 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

Al qualified applicants for a license as a physical therapist
shal | be exam ned by the board at such tine and place as the board may
det er m ne. The board may approve an exam nation prepared or
adm nistered by a private testing agency or association of |icensing
aut horities. The exam nation shall enbrace the follow ng subjects:
The appl i ed sci ences of anatony, neuroanatony, ki nesiol ogy, physi ol ogy,
pat hol ogy, psychol ogy, physics; physical therapy, as defined in this
chapter, applied to nedicine, neurology, orthopedics, pediatrics,
psychiatry, surgery; nedical ethics; technical procedures in the
practice of physical therapy as defined in this chapter; and such ot her
subjects as the board nmay deem useful to test the applicant’s fitness

to practice physical therapy((;—but—net—neluding—the—adiustrent—or
oulat : I . : I . :

rebtHzatt+oen)). Exam nations shall be held within the state at | east

once a year, at such tine and place as the board shall determ ne. An
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applicant who fails an exam nation may apply for reexam nation upon
paynment of a reexam nation fee determ ned by the secretary.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. RCW 18. 74. 085 and 1988 ¢ 185 s 4 are each
r epeal ed.

~-- END ---
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