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SENATE BI LL 6058

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Swecker and Cke

Read first time 03/11/97. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to limting public funding for abortions; anmendi ng
RCW 9. 02. 100, 9.02.110, and 9.02.140; adding a new section to chapter
9.02 RCW repealing RCW9.02.160; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 9.02 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Public funds shall not be used by the state or |ocal
governnents, or any political subdivision or agency thereof, to pay or
ot herwi se reinburse, either directly or indirectly, any person, agency,
organi zation, or facility for the performance of any i nduced abortion.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply under the
foll ow ng circunstances:

(a) Where the abortion is necessary to prevent the death of either
t he pregnant woman or her unborn child under circunmstances where every
reasonable effort is made to preserve the life of each

(b) Where, on the basis of a physician’s reasonable, good-faith
clinical judgnent, a nedical enmergency exists that so conplicates the
medi cal condition of a pregnant woman or her wunborn child as to
necessitate the i medi ate abortion of her pregnancy for which a del ay
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will create serious risk of substantial and irreversible inpairnment of
a maj or bodily function of the pregnant woman or her unborn child under
ci rcunst ances where every reasonable effort is made to preserve the
life and health of each;

(c) Were the pregnancy is aresult of any of fense i nvol vi ng sexual
i ntercourse as defined in RCW9A. 44. 010 and where the of fense has been
reported to a |aw enforcenment agency within seven days fromthe tine
t he of fense occurred; or

(d) Where it is otherwise required by federal |aw as determned to
be binding on the state of Wshington by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. RCW9.02.100 and 1992 ¢ 1 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol |l ows:

The soverei gn peopl e hereby decl are that every indivi dual possesses
a fundanental right of privacy with respect to personal reproductive
deci si ons.

Accordingly, it is the public policy of the state of Washington
t hat :

(1) Every individual has the fundanental right to choose or refuse
birth control

(2) Every woman has the fundanental right to choose or refuse to
have an abortion, except as specifically limted by RCW 9.02.100
t hrough 9.02.170 and 9. 02.900 t hrough 9. 02. 902;

(3) Except as specifically permtted by RCW 9.02.100 through
9.02. 170 and 9.02.900 through 9.02.902, the state shall not deny or
interfere wwth a woman’s fundanental right to choose or refuse to have
an abortion; and

(4) Except under section 1 of this act, the state shall not
di scrim nate agai nst the exercise of these rights in the regul ation or
provi sion of benefits, facilities, services, or information.

Sec. 3. RCW9.02.110 and 1992 ¢ 1 s 2 are each anended to read as
fol |l ows:

Except under section 1 of this act, the state may not deny or
interfere with a woman’s right to choose to have an abortion prior to
viability of the fetus, or to protect her life or health.

A physician may termnate and a health care provider may assist a
physician in termnating a pregnancy as permtted by this section.
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Sec. 4. RCW9.02.140 and 1992 ¢ 1 s 5 are each anended to read as
fol |l ows:

Except under section 1 of this act, any regulation pronul gated by
the state relating to abortion shall be valid only if:

(1) The regulation is nedically necessary to protect the life or
health of the woman term nating her pregnancy((+));_and

(2) The reqgulation is consistent wth established nedical
practice((;—and

NEW SECTI O\. Sec. 5. RCW 9.02.160 and 1992 ¢ 1 s 7 are each
r epeal ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, norals, or safety, or support
of the state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes
effect imredi ately.

~-- END ---
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