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SENATE BI LL 6049

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Rossi, Benton, Stevens, ke and Schow

Read first tine 03/05/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to educational grants; and adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 200 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 200
RCWto read as foll ows:

I n support of the tremendous sacrifices and contributions nmade by
the parents, guardians, or custodians of a child subject to this
section; to formally recognize the state’s prior |egislative del egation
of the responsibility to educate children to those conducting home-
based instruction; to redirect education funding to local levels; to
encourage educational conpetition and diversity; and to reduce the
costs of state education bureaucracy and adm nistration, the state
est abl i shes educational grants, to be adm nistered as foll ows:

(1) The parents, guardians, or custodian of a child subject to this
section shall file at the end of each school year wth the public
school district superintendent who holds the declaration of intent to
conduct hone-based instruction, a statenent certifying that the child
successfully conpleted that school year, or portion thereof, under
home-based instruction that is free from sectarian control or
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influence, and, if applicable, docunentation of the parents’
guardians’, or custodian’s famly incone falling below the federa
poverty | evel.

(2) The public school district superintendent, based on the
certification of subsection (1) of this section, shall, within thirty
days of receipt of the certification, request the state treasurer to
pay the parents, guardi ans, or custodi an of each certified child twenty
percent of the average amount spent by the state toward the education
of each child enrolled in state public schools during the sanme school
year, and an additional twenty percent, based on the docunentation in
subsection (1) of this section, for each certified childif the child s
parents’, guardians’, or custodian’s famly income excluding these
educational grants, falls below the federal poverty level, all grants
bei ng proportionally reduced for partial attendance.

(3) The state treasurer, based on the request for paynent under
subsection (2) of this section, shall, wthin thirty days of receipt of
t he request, pay those anobunts to the parents, guardi ans, or custodi an
so identified by the public school district superintendent.

(4) Education grants under this section shall be awarded year-to-
year for each certified child conpleting each year of hone-based
instruction, or portion thereof, from kindergarten through twelfth
grade that is free fromsectarian control or influence, beginning with
the 1997-98 school year.

(5) Participation by parents, guardians, or custodians in these
education grants is voluntary, and those not participating are exenpt
fromthe certification and docunentation requirenments in subsection (1)
of this section and any state audits.

(6) A honme school shall be presuned to be free from sectarian
control or influence based on the certification of subsection (1) of
this section, and only mnimum state controls shall be used to
i npl enment this section. Nothing in this section may be construed as
authorizing home wvisits, curriculum or student or instructor
exam nations by state enpl oyees, or increasing state controls of any
state agency or enployee over any parent, guardian, custodian, or
chi |l d.
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1 (7) The certification and docunentation procedures in subsection
2 (1) of this section, absent evidence of crimnality, shall be the sole
3 basis of state audits of grants in this section.

~-- END ---
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